JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, June 7, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:11 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was delayed because of a business matter.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had spoken with the Fair manager and the Fair Board
chairman about a person living on the Fairgrounds. The manager had consulted the sheriff’s
office and had served the person a 30-day notice to evacuate.
Commissioner Crouch had attended an Emergency Medical Services board meeting where he
learned of paramedic responses.
Commissioner Crouch reported from a Region IV Economic Development meeting in which
board members deliberated staff considerations and reviewed projects and grants.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended a Jerome 20/20 meeting and had updated attendees on
County projects and hearings. He said retiring Jerome school superintendent Dale Layne was
present and that incoming superintendent Pat Charlton had given a short speech.
TUESDAY MEETINGS
The Commissioners said they would be available for Tuesday meetings if necessary.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Pauline Van Holland dba
Caddy Shack Restaurant Bar, LLC, Jerome; Valley Wide Cooperative dba Valley Country Store,
Jerome; Valley Wide Cooperative dba Valley Country Store, Jerome; Eulogio Mendoza dba
Video Mexico/La Campensina Market, Jerome; Keith Weeks 1 TCSS, LLC, dba Tobacco
Connection #28, Jerome; Walmart, Inc., Jerome; and Bonnie Stevens dba Blue Lakes Country
Club, Inc., Jerome.
The Board signed Employee Wage Change forms to hire Martin Luhr for the open airport
assistant position; Lizzette Prescott for seasonal maintenance at the Fairgrounds; Paola Chavez
and Merari Ramirez for open deputy court clerk positions; and Jeremy Osborne as a reserve
deputy sheriff.
The Board signed a Donation of Vacation Leave Agreement for Stacy Elmore to donate 15 hours
to Tiffany Razo-Chavez.
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The Board signed a Catering Permit to El Sombrero, Jerome, to be used June 12, 2021, from 610 P.M. at 392-B East 300 South, Jerome.
The Board signed a leave request for Brent Culbertson.
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present to update the Board on a sewer line repair
to the public defender building and suggested the City of Jerome help with the estimated $3500$4500 cost.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Employee Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present was Linda Montgomery, chairman of the Health Board. Present by speakerphone were
Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Mike Williams, City of Jerome
administrator; and Josh Jensen, South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen updated the Board on the spread of the coronavirus. He said hospital capacity was
normal, the positivity rate was stable, there had been no recent deaths or clusters of outbreaks,
and that the County and District were still in the minimal risk category for contracting the virus.
Jensen reported vaccination efforts were ongoing although the demand for vaccine had slowed.
He said the Health District’s focus was on an increase in vaccinated individuals and that the State
was creating incentives for vaccination.
Commissioner Crouch asked if vaccine was being wasted because of the lowered demand, and
Jensen said that most vaccine received had been administered and that the District was reducing
its serum orders.
Linda Montgomery suggested that vaccine be available at back-to-school clinics so that parents
would also have the opportunity for a vaccination. Jensen said offering the vaccine at those
clinics was in the planning stages.
10:50 A.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS, Continued
Commissioner Howell reported he had given a radio interview including information about the
third bridge joint powers agreement, horse racing in Jerome County, and Live History Day to be
held at the I-Farm on June 12.
Commissioner Howell said SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board directors had
discussed the agency’s budget and had determined that it may be necessary to request more
funding from each of the four participating counties in order for dispatcher wages to remain
competitive.
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Commissioner Howell said he had also spoken with the director of Business Plus, which is an
economic development group similar to Jerome 20/20 but focusing on Twin Falls County.

LETTER TO BLM––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK
Present were Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20 executive director; and Mike Tylka, Snake River
Canyons Park board chairman.
Larry Hall presented a draft letter for the Commissioners to sign, requesting that the Bureau of
Land Management extend its lease of property to the County, which ends in 2029. He said
extension of the lease was necessary in advance for the County to plan recreation projects in the
Snake River Canyons Park.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to sign the letter to the Bureau of Land
Management requesting the lease on the Snake River Canyons Park property for the maximum
amount of time possible. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:35 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:31 P.M. with Commissioners Crouch and Crozier present.
MARK SWENSON––ASSESSOR BUDGET REQUEST
Assessor Mark Swenson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Mark Swenson requested an increase in salaries in the Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)
because of an additional employee added within the previous year. He requested less in the
salary budget line for Revaluation because of the higher wages of two long-term employees who
had retired within the previous year. He included three percent increases for all his employees
and also wage increases after successful introductory periods and completion of training courses.
Swenson said he left the total of DMV “B” budget expenses the same but had requested more in
the Supplies-Office line and less in the Assessor Travel line, leaving Education-Tuition the same.
He had taken out the Utilities-Telephone line because it was no longer necessary.
In the Revaluation budget, Swenson had also kept the total “B” budget line the same but had put
more in the Supplies-Office and Education/Travel budget lines because of their historical use but
had reduced Vehicles-Fuel and Repairs/Maintenance lines while leaving the Supplies-Mapping
line the same because of lack of use. He also eliminated the Utilities-Telephone line as in the
DMV budget.
1:38 P.M. – Commissioner Howell was present.
Swenson said both of his budgets combined had an overall increase of 2.3 percent. He provided a
summary sheet showing 2021 and 2022 budget totals and their percentages of increase or
decrease.
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Commissioner Howell discussed with Swenson a salary increase for the assessor position, and
Commissioner Crouch asked how the additional employee was helping the length of customer
lines in the DMV; Swenson said the lines were moving more rapidly.
 Swenson stated he would research copier prices and consider raising the fee for vehicle
registration because Jerome County has the lowest fee in the State.
TEVIAN KOBER––TREASURER BUDGET REQUEST
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Tevian Ekren-Kober requested three percent wage increases for her and her two deputies but a
larger percentage if the Commissioners address greater increases. She requested approximately
three percent increases in Travel, Supplies, Equipment, and Leases, leaving Telephone and
Advertising the same.
Ekren-Kober told the Board she expected travel expenses to increase because of her appointment
as president of the treasurer’s association and training for her chief deputy.
STEVE HINES––BUDGET REQUEST AND EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
Extension Educator/County Chair Steve Hines and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were
present.
Budget Request: Steve Hines requested three percent salary increases for his secretary and the 4H coordinator, with no increase for a part-time employee that he said he would need to help the 4H coordinator.
Hines requested that two travel budget lines that had been reduced for 2021 be restored to the
$3,000 amounts in FY 2020, anticipating meetings and conferences returning to in-person formats.
Hines said the most critical budget increase would be for the copy machine because the line would
run short in the current budget year.
Hines said $2,000 would be needed to update the secretary’s computer, which should be added to
the Data Processing budget line.
ANDREA WIESENMEYER––FAIR BUDGET REQUEST
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer, Fair Board Chairman Gary Warr, and Chief Deputy Clerk
Tracee McKim were present.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer requested increases in the Wages-Employee, Wages-Fair
Manager/Secretary, and Wages-Part Time budget lines to cover increases given in the current
budget year to the maintenance supervisor and for the manager.
Wiesenmeyer also requested increases in all but three “B” budget lines, which she said were
based on actual usage.
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Wiesenmeyer said beginning October 1, 2021, she would like to be billed for expenses from the
County, rather than the clerk’s office subtracting them from levy funds, to which Tracee McKim
agreed.
PARAMEDICS UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present Also present were Stan Flint and Blaine
Patterson, St. Luke’s Magic Valley Paramedics; and Jeff Stevens and Arlen Blaycock, St. Luke’s
Health System.
Update: Stan Flint presented a 17-page annual report from the Magic Valley Paramedics. He
reviewed the mission, service profile, response history, and the current call volume for the
paramedics. He said St. Luke’s staffs six ambulances during high response hours and provides
around-the-clock coverage for Jerome County.
Flint explained the Paramedics’ CHEMS (Community Health Emergency Medical Services)
paradigm, which he said benefits the community by bringing about fewer medically unnecessary
911 calls and trips to emergency departments.
Commissioner Howell asked Flint how the paramedics react with Quick Response Units. He said
the paramedics work together with the QRUs, which are a necessary part of emergency care.
Jeff Stevens reviewed a report of financial operations. He said the paramedics currently have an
operating loss but that he expected them to break even by the end of the year.
Commissioner Howell questioned whether the QRU units help with the paramedic expenses.
Flint stated the paramedic ambulances are the transporting units and that the QRUs are very
important and augment the service provided by the paramedics.
Budget Request: Blaine Patterson requested a three percent funding increase from the current
year.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib, Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall, and Deputy Clerk
Tracee McKim were present.
Mike Seib presented a Memorandum Decision approving Jaimie Gaver’s application for a
rezone, as discussed and approved by the Commissioners on May 17.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the Memorandum Decision;
Findings of Fact; and Conclusions of Law in the matter of the application by Jaimie Gaver to
rezone certain property from A1 Agricultural to A2 Rural Residential. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Seib provided the Board a Memorandum Decision approving the application from Farm
Equipment USA to rezone property, as discussed and approved by the Commissioners on May
17.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to sign the Memorandum Decision;
Findings of Fact; and Conclusions of Law in the application of Farm Equipment USA to rezone
certain property from A1 Agriculture to CG Commercial General. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Howell was excused.
Seib also presented a Memorandum Decision in the matter of appeals by Cassandra Lemmons,
Joe Shelton, and Others, which sustained the decision of the Planning and Zoning Commission to
issue a Special Use Permit for Safelink Internet, as appealed on May 17 and discussed and
upheld by the Commissioners on May 25.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the Memorandum Decision by
Sandra Lemmons, Joe Shelton, and Others sustaining the Safelink Special Use Permit issued by
the Planning and Zoning Commission. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Budget Request: Seib requested three percent wage increases for himself, the three deputy
prosecutors, and the office secretaries. He submitted slight increases for Litigation and
Dues/Memberships in the “B” budget.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as
recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Howell
was not present but had signed the indigent documents. Approved was Case No. 2021-014.
Denied were Case Nos. 2021-013; 2021-012; 2021-031; and 2021-019.
Commissioner Howell was present.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to amend the agenda to include approval
of claims. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the June 2, 2021, to June 7, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated June 4, 2021, with a grand total of
$631,505.30 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Indigent, Revaluation,
Solid Waste, Tort, and Court Bond Trust.
Meeting adjourned at 4:32 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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