JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Tuesday, May 29, 2018
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Roger Morley, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
Commissioner Roemer was not present because she was ill.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Howell suggested purchasing a plaque honoring Jack Nelsen to be hung in the
Courthouse room that was named in his honor.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to pay not more than $100 for a plaque for
the Jack Nelsen Conference Room. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
SIGN ORDINANCE 2018-1
The Board signed Ordinance 2018-1 that it had passed following a public hearing on May 21.
INTERIM ORDINANCE NUMBER 2018-1
AN INTERIM ORDINANCE OF JEROME COUNTY, IDAHO, SETTING FORTH UNDERLYING
RECITALS; PROHIBITING THE ACCEPTANCE, PROCESSING OR ISSUANCE OF ALL LAND
DIVISION AND LIVESTOCK CONFINEMENT OPERATION PERMITS, WHEN SUCH PERMITS
APPLY TO LANDS LOCATED WITHIN AREAS UNDER CONSIDERATION FOR THE IMPACT ZONE
FOR THE CITY OF EDEN WHILE DEVELOPING APPROPRIATE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
ELEMENTS AND ZONING REGULATIONS WITH THE CITY OF EDEN AND SURROUNDING
AREAS; INCORPORATING RECITALS; SETTING A MAXIMUM DURATION; DIRECTING
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF TO PROCEED TO IMPLEMENTATION; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
RECITALS:
WHEREAS, Article XII, Section 2 of the Idaho Constitution authorizes counties to adopt “all such local
police, sanitary, and other regulations as are not in conflict with its charter or with the general laws;” and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 67-6503 identifies the purpose of the Idaho Local Land Use Planning Act,
in part, to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of the State of Idaho; and
WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 67-6525 provides for the enactment of interim ordinances and
moratoriums if a governing board finds an amendment to its comprehensive plan is being prepared; and
WHEREAS, the Jerome County Board of Commissioners is overseeing, and is aware, that its
Comprehensive Plan is being updated and amended and that such amendments will most likely require amendments
to the Jerome County Zoning Map; and
WHEREAS, it is the belief of the Board of Commissioners that certain uses currently allowed in certain
areas of the County most likely will not be permitted in those areas once the Plan, and in turn the zoning map, are
updated and amended; and
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WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 67-6526 provides for the procedure for negotiations between the
governing boards of counties and cities when determining the city impact zone for that particular city; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners, having just completed the Area of City Impact for the City of
Hazelton and having had several meetings with the Eden City Council and Mayor regarding the proper regulations
and parameters to be implemented by Jerome County on behalf of the City of Eden so as to accommodate the City’s
growth; and
WHEREAS, a large amount of public concern has been expressed to the Board of Commissioners and the
Eden City Council from residents of both Eden and Hazelton regarding the proposed boundary of the impact zone
and the kinds of uses that will or will not be allowed once the new impact zone is implemented; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has previously met with Jerry Mason, an attorney who is
knowledgeable and considered an expert in the field of developing Areas of City Impact and the regulated
procedures thereof; and
WHEREAS, in the opinion of Mr. Mason, the greatest threat to developing cities is small acreage land
splits right outside the city’s border that are typically allowed in the counties for rural housing or other kinds of
development that are not conducive to such lands eventually being annexed by the nearby city as it grows; and
WHEREAS, the specific language used by Mr. Mason to make his point was that neighboring small
acreage parcels are in fact “City Killers” because the city becomes trapped and can no longer grow beyond its
existing borders as it is too costly to annex the parcels and connect them to city services; and
WHEREAS, the area of concern in regard to both the amending of the Plan and the current and future
impact zone negotiations is in Sections 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Township 10 South and Range 19 East of the Boise
Meridian (EBM) and in Township 09 S, Range 19 EBM, Sections 25, 26, 27, 33, 34, 35, 36, and Section 28
excepting Parcel 1201 S1/2N1/2 consisting of 160 acres and Parcel 3001 NWNW consisting of 40 acres, and
excepting all properties that are within the city limits of Eden Idaho; and
WHEREAS, Jerome County’s current zoning ordinance and zoning map show this area as either currently
being within the City of Eden’s Impact Zone or as A-1 and A-2; and
WHEREAS, if application was made today to develop any part of this area in a detrimental manner as
described by Mr. Mason, it would most likely have to be approved, as the applicable ordinance is wholly inadequate
and requires very few conditions – if any; and
WHEREAS, Jerome County addresses divisions of land in Chapter 14 LAND DIVISION and Chapter 8
SUBDIVISIONS of its zoning ordinance; and
WHEREAS, if the applications for such development were in fact made and approved, such development
would effectively stop the City of Eden, as well as the City of Hazelton, from expanding and growing into those
sections noted above (or for that matter, in any direction where such application is made, given that the current
impact zone with the inadequate ordinances surround the City); and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance, Livestock Confinement Operations
(hereafter “LCOs”) are permitted with A-1 Agricultural Zones; and
WHEREAS, although applications made today for LCOs in the A-1 Zone within the area described above
would be subject to stringent regulations, they nonetheless would need to be approved if able to meet and comply
with all applicable regulations; and
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WHEREAS, both the Jerome County Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance recognize that LCOs are
not conducive or compatible with residential like uses or other kinds of development with high concentrations of
human occupancy, which are always present in cities; and
WHEREAS, any LCO application approved and issued for lands located in the A-1 Agricultural Zone of
the area described above would not only put conflicting uses (LCOs and highly dense areas of human occupancy) in
close proximity to one another; but much like above, would effectively prevent the City of Eden from expanding
south towards Interstate 84 or along Valley Road, the directions most desirable to its growth, as it would be unable
to annex these areas; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF JEROME
COUNTY, IDAHO, AS FOLLOWS:
1.

The above recitals are hereby incorporated into this ordinance.

2. No application for a land division, subdivision, or LCO shall be accepted, considered, approved, or
issued if such application pertains to lands located within the above-described area of concern.
3. The duration of this Interim Ordinance shall be until that point when the city impact ordinances
currently being considered for the City of Eden go into effect, or that point when the amendments to the Jerome
County Zoning Map that specifically result from the changes currently being contemplated to the Jerome County
Comprehensive Plan, go into effect, whichever occurs later. However, in no event shall this interim ordinance be in
effect for longer than one calendar year from its effective date.
4. Administrative staff and agents of Jerome County are hereby directed to take such actions as may be
necessary to implement the provisions of this Interim Ordinance.
5. Any provisions of the Jerome County Ordinances that are in conflict with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby declared to be repealed or superseded to the extent of such conflict.
6. The Interim Ordinance outlined herein shall be effective upon the date it is adopted by the Jerome
County Board of Commissioners. This Ordinance shall be noticed and published in a newspaper having general
circulation in Jerome County, and as otherwise provided by law.
Approved and adopted as an Interim Ordinance of Jerome County by the Board of Commissioners on the
29th day of May 2018.
ATTEST:

Board of Jerome County Commissioners

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Jerome County Clerk

/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles “Charlie” Howell, Chair

(SEAL)

/s/ Catherine M. Roemer
Cathy Roemer, Commissioner
/s/ Roger M. Morley
Roger Morley, Commissioner

SIGN PARKING LOT AGREEMENT FOR FAIR
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the chairman to sign an
agreement with Franklin Building Supply to use its vacant lot to operate a parking concession
during the 2018 County Fair. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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BUDGET REQUEST FROM THE MIDDLE SNAKE REGIONAL WATER RESOURCE
COMMISSION
The Board was in receipt of a ballot from the Middle Snake Regional Water Resource
Commission requesting a continued contribution of $2,453 from the County’s budget for the next
year.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a ballot approving a budget request
from the Mid Snake Commission for the FY 2018-2019. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
APPROVE ATTENDANCE RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Garth Baker, Art Brown, Cody Cantrell, Brent
Culbertson, Deserae Jones, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Bobo Watts dba Jerome
Bowl, Jerome; Pauline Van Holland dba Caddy Shack Restaurant & Bar, LLC, Jerome; Oscar &
Kimberly Carranza dba Twin Falls/Jerome KOA, Jerome; Sharon Peterson dba 93 Golf Ranch,
Jerome; Danso, LLC, dba Travelers Oasis Truck Plaza, Eden; Oasis Stop ’n Go , LLC, dba Oasis
Stop ’n Go #22, Jerome; Oasis Stop ’n Go, LLC, dba Oasis Stop ’n Go #11, Jerome; Oasis Stop
’n Go, LLC, dba Oasis Stop ’n Go #5, Jerome; Walmart dba Walmart #2831, Jerome; and Pilot
Travel Centers, LLC, dba Pilot Travel Center #640, Jerome.
The Board signed a leave request for Deserae Jones.
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10 A.M. - Commissioner Howell was excused to attend a Paramedic Meeting in Twin Falls.
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Meeting recessed at 10 A.M.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones submitted April statistics from her office.
CODY CANTRELL––VETERANS REPORT
Veterans Service Officer Cody Cantrell submitted a written recap of his services from April 30,
2018, to May 29, 2018.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE MATTERS
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was continued until 3:30
cancelled his appointment with the Commissioners.

P.M.

when Art Brown had

Meeting reconvened at 1:19 P.M. with Commissioners Howell and Roemer present.
TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER, MICHELLE EMERSON, AND JOSH
BARTLOME––EXCESS AND EXEMPT REFUSE CHARGES
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Chief Deputy
Clerk Tracee McKim were present. Also present was Josh Bartlome, director of the Southern
Idaho Regional Solid Waste District.
Excess Refuse Charges: Ekren-Kober explained how she determined what to collect in excess
refuse charges. She showed the amount of work it took both her office and Western Waste to
document the amounts and charges for overage. She said her office is the only one of the seven
in the regional waste district that figures the charges and asked the District’s director to explain
what other counties do.
1:31 P.M. - Commissioner Morley was present.
Bartlome told the Board that employees at the Jerome transfer station are collecting fees for
excess refuse and that they charge for roll-offs, not packer trucks. He estimated that the District
would remit approximately $180,000 per year to the County from fees collected at the transfer
station. Ekren-Kober said the County had collected $87,706 for the excess fees in 2017 and that
assessing the fees at the transfer station would be more accurate.
 Emerson asked that the District provide documentation of fees collected for the County,
which Bartlome said he would provide to all counties in the District.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley that Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober will
no longer collect excess fees; that duty will be given to Southern Idaho Solid Waste, and it will
provide necessary paperwork to substantiate intake. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Exempt Refuse Charges: It was determined to address exempting non-profit entities from
refuse charges on June 4.
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CHAD KINGSLAND AND GEORGE OPPEDYK––SHERIFF MATTERS
Sheriff George Oppedyk and Deputy Chad Kingsland were present.
Vehicle Purchase: Sheriff Oppedyk stated the sheriff’s department needed a new transport
vehicle, especially in the winter, to take federal prisoners to Boise.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the sheriff’s department to
purchase a 2019 Chevy Suburban as discussed, coming from jail capital and SCAAP (State
Criminal Alien Assistance Program) funds. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Maintenance Shop: Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson was present. He reported on
upgrades that would be needed to establish a maintenance shop in a building at the Jerome
Airport. He estimated it would cost approximately $12,000 less than adding a shop at the jail
complex.
Commissioner Roemer believed refurbishing the building would add to the curbside appeal of
the Airport.
 It was determined the Board would make a decision on June 4 of where to locate a
maintenance shop.
TELEPHONE UPGRADE DISCUSSION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim, Planning and
Zoning Administrator Art Brown, P&Z Assistant Administrator Nancy Marshall, and Treasurer
Tevian Ekren-Kober were present.
The Board discussed a May 22 presentation by DataTel regarding software upgrades and new
telephones.
Marshall said the Planning and Zoning Office was interested in phone capability in the
Courthouse conference room.
McKim told the Board the County’s current phones were not serviceable because of their age.
She said DataTel would update the current phone system for $2,000; adding replacement phones
would cost between $60,000 and $85,000. She suggested upgrading the current system,
purchasing a speakerphone for the conference room, and then replacing phones gradually.
Commissioner Roemer proposed obtaining quotes from other phone companies.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to buy a software update and a telephone
for the Conference Room from DataTel/Mitel for the telephone system, for not more than
$3,500. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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RYAN LAY––CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK
ACCESSES
Ryan Lay, under contract with the County to gain additional legal accesses to the Snake River
Canyons Park, was present by speakerphone.
Lay requested an extension to his contract, saying he believed he was within 30 to 40 days of
receiving signature from the federal government for three additional accesses to the Park.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to offer a contract extension agreement to
Ryan Lay to allow for completion of plans for the Snake River Canyons Park, with no monetary
increase. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE MATTERS, Continued from the A.M.
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson, Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and
Attorney Mike Seib were present.
Bid for Courthouse Parking Lot: Culbertson explained a bid for increasing handicap
accessibility in the Courthouse parking lot.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to allow Magic Valley Paving, LLC, to do
pavement repair at the Courthouse, for not more than $900. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Bid for Ambulance Sprinkler System: Culbertson said only one company had offered a bid to
install a sprinkler system at the ambulance building.
The Board was in favor of enhancing the appearance of the property through the installation of a
sprinkler system.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the Steelhead Irrigation and
Landscape proposal for a sprinkler system at the Jerome County ambulance building, not to
exceed $3,000. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
 Executive Session: 4:01 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into
executive session per Idaho Code Section 74(206)(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried
with a unanimous roll call vote.
4:41 P.M. - Return to open session.
Decision for Prescott Variance: Seib presented a written decision regarding a land division
variance requested by Roy Prescott on May 14. He explained that the variance was not necessary
and feared that granting it would set a precedence for similar situations.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to accept the Memorandum of Decision
on the application for a variance brought by B. Roy Prescott. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Cemetery Office Rental Contract: Seib said he had reviewed the County’s office space lease
with the Jerome Cemetery District. He noted that the lease agreed the parties would review the
District’s ability to function independently without County assistance after the first year when
the District was in receipt of tax funds.
 The Board scheduled further discussion on June 4.
Ryan Lay Contract Extension: Seib approved extending Ryan Lay’s contract with the County.
Ambulance Service Agreement Amendment: Seib approved signing an amendment to an
ambulance services agreement. Signing was set for June 4.
APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded, followed by discussion that Commissioner Roemer would abstain from approving the
claims because she had not reviewed them, and carried with Commissioners Morley and Howell
voting aye.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 29, 2018, for the Indigent Fund, with a
total of $20,325.90. The Board signed another Claims Approval Report dated May 29, 2018, for
the Indigent Fund, with a total of $37,796.94. The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated
May 29, 2018, with a grand total of $462,210.49 for the following funds: General, District Court
II, Justice, Health District, Revaluation, Solid Waste, and Ambulance.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the minutes of May 21 as
written. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
1314-147; 1011-229; and 1112-143 (all from suspensions); dismissed were Case Nos. 1718-046;
1718-023; 1718-031; and 1718-087.
Meeting adjourned at 4:45 P.M.
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Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner

______________________________
Roger M. Morley, Commissioner
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