JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, May 28, 2019
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended the Jerome 20/20 annual forum luncheon and
would participate in a Fair Board meeting with an executive session regarding personnel.
Commissioner Crouch had also attended the Jerome 20/20 meeting and a Jerome Chamber of
Commerce meeting.
Commissioner Howell reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board meeting
and said the work of a consultant would soon be unnecessary. Directors had offered the deputy
director position to an applicant and would be advertising for a new director. He said the agency
would be requesting a three percent increase from each of the four participating counties in their
FY 2019-20 budgets.
SIGN LETTER TO TWIN FALLS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
The Commissioners signed a letter to the Twin Falls County commissioners advising them that
the daily price per bed at the Jerome County jail would be $68, effective October 1, 2019, and
thanking them for their current contract with Jerome County.
NOMINATIONS FOR JEROME CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AWARDS
The Commissioners did not offer any nominations for the Citizen of the Year or the Lifetime
Achievement Award.
PRESENT AWARDS
The Commissioners presented an Appreciation of Service Award to Ron Stohler for his 12 years
of employment with the County as an appraiser before his retirement on May 31. They also
presented longevity awards to Tracy Perkins for 13 years as chief deputy assessor; Susan
Pohanka, 12 years as vehicle registration and title supervisor; and to Stacy Elmore, 8 years as a
valuable asset in the vehicle department.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Cody Cantrell, Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy
Marshall, and Mario Umana for the May 12, 2019, through May 25, 2019, payroll cycle.
SIGN CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the May 15, 2019, to May 20, 2019, budget cycle as
follows.
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BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Commissioners signed two leave requests for Deserae Jones.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report for the Insurance Deductible Trust Fund dated May
21, 2019, with a grand total of $255.98.
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to the following: Bonnie Stevens dba Blue
Lakes Country Club, Inc., Jerome; Triple S Oil dba Mr. Gas Travel Center #20, Jerome; Keith
Weeks dba Tobacco Connection, Jerome; Oasis Stop ’n Go, LLC, dba Oasis Stop ’n Go #22,
Jerome; Oasis Stop ’n Go, LLC, dba Oasis Stop ’n Go #5, Jerome; Oasis Stop ’n Go, LLC, dba
Oasis Stop ’n Go #11, Jerome; Danso, LLC, dba Travelers Oasis Truck Plaza, Eden; Walmart,
Inc., dba Walmart #2831, Jerome; Warren Resort Hotels of Jerome dba Sawtooth Inn, Jerome;
and Sharon Peterson dba 93 Golf Ranch, Jerome.
CODY CANTRELL––VETERANS REPORT
Veterans Service Officer Cody Cantrell was present.
Veterans Report: Cody Cantrell spoke from his monthly written report, which included 37
office visits, home and State representative visits, and six community outreaches. In answer to
the Commissioners’ questions, he explained about grants available to veterans.
Board of Community Guardians: Cantrell also reported on his efforts to establish a Board of
Community Guardians. He said that by working a full day on Wednesdays, he would have time
to be a coordinator for the guardian program as well as serve as the veterans service officer.
Because working 20 hours or more would require retirement benefits for Cantrell, the
Commissioners determined to consult the County auditor about funding.
 The matter was later put on the June 3 agenda.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Deserae Jones presented April written statistics from her office, which included 310 adults on
probation for misdemeanor convictions and a total of $6,715.59 in fees collected. She told how
her office was covering for the resignation of a probation officer and said she had learned from
attending drug and domestic violence court proceedings.
 Jones said she would interview two applicants that week, and it was determined the
Commissioners would interview to fill the position on June 3.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana and Probation Officer Pablo Ramirez were
present.
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Report: Mario Umana gave the Commissioners statistics from the juvenile probation office from
April 20, 2019, through May 24, 2019, which included 70 juveniles on probation and $1,418.90
in fees collected.
Conference Report: Umana and Pablo Ramirez reported from a convention they had attended in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Umana told of classes in healthy living, supporting youth after
treatment, clarification, determining childhood trauma, and healing. He said Idaho is a state that
allows juvenile polygraphs, which he uses to hold juveniles accountable to the rules of their
treatment and probation and to implement new precautions in the subject’s home.
Ramirez had learned that youth experience their major brain developments from ages 12-25 and
said that treatment is more effective between those ages. He reported from information he had
received in skill building, suppressing unwanted arousals, emotional regulation, malnutrition,
self-regulation, coping skills, competency development, and survival mode.
Ramirez said he heard it is important for probation officers to visit probationers who are
following their guidelines as well as those who are struggling because everyone needs
encouragement.
JEFF SCHROEDER––UPDATES AND BUDGET REQUESTS
Jeff Schroeder, representing both the Jerome Food Ministry and the Interfaith Association, was
present.
Update and Budget Request for the Jerome Food Ministry: Jeff Schroeder submitted a letter
as assistant coordinator of the Jerome Food Ministry, which requested $4,000 from the County
FY 2019-20 budget. The amount donated to the Ministry had gradually increased from $1,000 in
FY 2015-16 to $4,000 from the current budget.
Schroeder stated all funds received are used for food because volunteers administer the program.
He told the Commissioners that the Community Kitchen serves two meals a week and that
Martha & Mary’s Food pantry distributes food three days a week. He said an education program
is also offered on nutritious food and that those who complete it are given a crockpot (which has
amounted to 30 so far). Schroeder added that the Food Ministry had conducted four mobile
pantries, filled senior citizen boxes, and participated in an outreach program to homebound
veterans, which Veterans of Foreign Wars Auxiliary members delivered.
Schroeder highlighted a 32-page report from ALICE (Asset Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed), which is a project collaboration of United Ways in several states, including Idaho.
He also submitted statistics from Feeding America and read a letter from a volunteer for the
Jerome Food Ministry.
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Update and Budget Request for the Interfaith Association: Schroeder presented a letter from
the Jerome Interfaith Association requesting $3,000 from the FY 2019-20 County budget, which
was an increase from the County donation of $2,000 in the current fiscal year.
Schroeder told the Board the Association is composed of representatives from Jerome churches
who focus on meeting immediate needs when other resources are not available. He said he has
written some grants for the Association.
Meeting recessed at 12:06 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
CY LOOTENS––CANVASS MAY 21 ELECTION RESULTS
Deputy Clerk Elections Specialist Cy Lootens was present.
Cy Lootens presented the results to canvass the May 21, 2019, election.
Commissioner Howell questioned if the County should post election information in more detail
on its marquee because it conducts elections for all voting districts.
Lootens said voter turnout was low and that the two candidates for highway district trustees
could call for a recount within three weeks because of the closeness of their votes.
Results: Mike Praegitzer had surpassed Larry Covey, receiving 141 votes to Covey’s 138 for
trustee of the Jerome Highway District. Robert Vern Heath had received 58 votes to 56 votes for
Vance Lehmann as trustee of the Hillsdale Highway District.
Jerome County voters in the Minidoka school district had voted in favor of $21 million in school
bonds 16-2, but the entire school district failed to receive the super majority necessary.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the Election Canvass Certification.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE AND BUDGET
REQUEST
Present were Mike Tylka, Greg Moore, and Kellee Traughber, all representing the Snake River
Canyons Park.
Update: The Board discussed with Mike Tylka names for the three roads with legal access to the
Snake River Canyons Park and made suggestions for additions to signs at the Park.
Tylka said the spring cleanup of the Park grounds was fairly successful even though the ground
was extremely muddy, with nine tons of trash removed. Volunteers were hopeful of less trash in
the future because of the restriction of shooting in part of the Park.
1:35 P.M. - Commissioner Howell was excused to take a phone call.
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Tylka reported that managing board directors had proposed putting up additional shootingrestricted signs, and he said he had ordered six more. Directors had also approved a proposal for
a single-track trail system and three parking lots in the Park.
1:42 P.M. - Commissioner Howell was present.
Tylka reported the majority of the Park directors had approved Jerry Young seeking permission
to build a visitor and cultural center with museum artifacts on property leased from the Idaho
Department of Lands and adjacent to the Park. He said he believed such a development would be
an asset to the Park, to which Greg Moore agreed.
1:48 P.M. - Airport Manager Tim Larson was present.
Budget Request: Tylka requested that the Commissioners again budget $30,000 for Park
development in FY 2019-20 and told of potential projects.
 The Commissioners were to consider the budget request in their budget workshops in
July.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported it would take two more weeks to receive the results from asbestos
testing in two buildings slated for demolition at the Jerome Airport.
The Board asked that Larson investigate when volunteers could begin removing the roof from
the metal building at the airport. The Commissioners agreed to removing the concrete under the
building.
Larson said Darryl Fairbanks had recommended a permanent repair to the end of the Hazelton
Airport runway, and he said he would check with the airports consultant and the emergency
management director about funding.
Larson reported professional fence repair at the Jerome Airport by Freedom Fencing would
begin that day.
 Commissioner Howell suggested that Larson include a wider deck mower in his FY
2019-20 budget request.
Airport Disposals: The Board determined to offer employees the opportunity to take materials
from two buildings at the Jerome Airport before they would be demolished.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to allow employees to take materials from
two authorized buildings at the Jerome Airport through May 31 and for the public to remove
materials through June 7, both from 8:00-4:30 P.M., all at personal risk. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Monday, May 28, 2019
Page 6 of 9

MELISSA BARRY––SOUTHERN IDAHO TOURISM BUDGET REQUEST
Southern Idaho Tourism Executive Director Melissa Barry was present.
Melissa Barry requested a donation of $1,000 from the County FY 2019-20 budget, an increase
from the $500 provided from the current budget.
Barry gave tourism statistics from the Magic Valley and told of the Shoshone Falls Light Show
fundraiser, saying Southern Idaho Tourism would also like to host a base jumping exhibition as a
fundraiser. She said an emphasis of the agency was improving Yingst Grade and establishing a
footbridge across the Snake River.
SHIELA HARMON––JEROME SENIOR CENTER UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Jerome Senior Center Director Shiela Harmon was present.
Shiela Harmon told of fund raising at the Jerome Senior Center. She said the largest fundraiser is
bingo every Friday night. She asked that the County donate $4,000 for a new bingo board
because the current one was purchased used and had been rewired, reworked, and duct taped
many times.
Harmon said a fundraiser started in the current year (David’s Night Out) had netted $919, with
many appeals to hold it more than once a year. She requested that the County donate $2,500 for
cutlery, china, and glassware for the event in order to save the cost of renting the table settings.
Harmon left each Commissioner a packet including her written request, a description of the
desired bingo board, the June menu of meals five days a week, an activity schedule, the brochure
for David’s Night Out, and the May/June newsletter.
 The Commissioners were to consider the Center’s total request of $6,500, which would
be an increase from the current year’s donation of $3,000, at their budget workshops in July.
NANCY DUNCAN––INTERLINK VOLUNTEER CAREGIVERS UPDATE AND
BUDGET REQUEST
Nancy Duncan, acting executive director of Interlink Volunteer Caregivers, was present.
Update: Nancy Duncan informed the Board that the purpose of Interlink Volunteer Caregivers
was to assist senior citizens and chronically ill or disabled persons to stay in their homes. She
said volunteers had logged 5,000 miles helping 725 Jerome County residents in the previous
year, with a total of $2,348 paid in mileage reimbursements.
Duncan’s letter to the Board stated that the need for transportation services continues to grow.
Request: Duncan requested that the County again donate $2,000 in the 2019-20 fiscal year.
 The Board was to consider her request at its budget workshops in July.
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MICHELLE EMERSON––NORTH SIDE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION
DISTRICT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was not present due to illness.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Structure of the County Fair: Mike Seib advised on the structure of the County Fair. He said
the Fair is its own entity in counties with populations under 200,000. He explained that the Fair
Board governs the Fair, with the ability to hire, fire, raise money, and levy.
Seib further advised that, according to Idaho Code, the County Commissioners appoint seven
Fair Board directors to four-year terms expiring on the third Monday in January.
APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 24, 2019, for the Court Bond Trust and
Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $4,213.65.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 24, 2019, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $27,489.33.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 21, 2019, for the District Court II Fund,
with a grand total of $668.68.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 24, 2019, with a grand total of
$572,581.31 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital, Indigent,
Revaluation, Solid Waste, Auditor’s Trust, and Planning & Zoning/Building.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve indigent matters as submitted
by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Liens were signed by Commissioner
Howell.
Meeting adjourned at 4:33 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
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______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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