JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, May 13, 2019
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:01 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Commissioner Crouch reported from an Airports Advisory Board meeting. Items discussed
included the fuel island ready for installation of a new hose and reel, rehabilitation and
construction of the Jerome Airport runway, spraying for weeds, and Hazelton Airport
improvements.
Commissioner Crouch had also participated in a Jerome Chamber of Commerce meeting and had
attended Idaho State Tax Commission training as well as a ribbon cutting ceremony for Agropur
and the Historical Museum Open House.
Commissioner Crozier said he had attended a Jerome Historical Society board meeting, the Tax
Commission meeting, and the ceremony for Agropur.
Commissioner Howell had notified the airports manager, a fairgrounds maintenance employee,
and the County maintenance supervisor to take any items of use to them from the airports
buildings slated for demolition. He had spoken with the sheriff, asking that the emergency
management director write a letter to the Board about outdated materials stored at the Jerome
Airport. He had also learned that a headstone at the Airport was not needed because it was a
duplicate.
Commissioner Howell had toured and taken pictures of the Snake River Canyons Park and
Yingst Grade with Mike Tylka and Roger Morley. He reported they had directed parties to the
area of the Park where shooting is allowed.
Commissioner Howell had attended a Southern Idaho Economic Development (SIED) meeting
where directors had discussed salaries. He was also present at the Tax Commission meeting and
the Agropur ribbon cutting.
MICHELLE EMERSON––SCHEDULE FOR BUDGET PRESENTATIONS
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson asked the Board members if they could possibly meet on some Tuesdays in
June to hear budget presentations from department heads, to which they agreed if they were in
the mornings.
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MID-SNAKE BUDGET REQUEST
The Commissioners were in receipt of a letter from the Middle Snake Regional Water Resource
Commission asking for an increase from the FY 2019-20 budget, from $2,453 to $2,893.
The Board replied that it would consider the request when determining its tentative budget in
July.
SIGN PROCLAMATION FOR POLICE WEEK
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a proclamation for Police Week. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
PROCLAMATION 2019-1
WHEREAS, the Congress and President of the Unites States have designated May 18, 2019, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day, and the week in which it falls as Police Week; and
WHEREAS, the International Association of Chiefs of Police has declared law enforcement officer safety
and wellness a top priority, and the IACP’s Center for Officer Safety and Wellness promotes the importance of
individual, agency, family, and community safety and wellness awareness; and
WHEREAS, the members of the Jerome County sheriff’s department play an essential role in safeguarding
the rights and freedoms of the citizens of Jerome County; and
WHEREAS, it is important that all citizens know and understand the problems, duties, and responsibilities
of their police departments and that members of police departments recognize their duties to serve the people by
safeguarding life and property by protecting them against violence or disorder and by protecting the innocent against
deception and the weak against oppression or intimidation; and
WHEREAS, the sheriff department of Jerome County has grown to be a modern and scientific law
enforcement agency that unceasingly provides a vital public service;
NOW, THEREFORE, we the Jerome County Board of Commissioners call upon all citizens of Jerome
County and upon all patriotic, civil, and educational organizations to observe the week of May 18 as Police Week,
with appropriate ceremonies in which all people may join in commemorating police officers, past and present, who
by their faithful and loyal devotion to their responsibilities have rendered a dedicated service to their communities,
and in doing so have established for themselves an enviable and enduring reputation for preserving the rights and
security of all citizens.
WE FURTHER call upon all citizens of Jerome County to observe Peace Officers Memorial Day on
Saturday, May 18, at 11 a.m. in the Twin Falls City Park to honor those peace officers who, through their
courageous deeds have lost their lives or have become disabled in the performance of duty.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and caused the Seal of the County of Jerome
to be affixed.
DATED May 13, 2019.
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ATTEST:
/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk

/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
/s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. Ben Crouch, Commissioner

(SEAL)
/s/ John Crozier
John Crozier, Commissioner

DUES AND LETTER FOR SOUTHERN IDAHO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
RURAL PROGRAM
The Board had determined on May 6 to pay additional dues to Southern Idaho Economic
Development (SIED) in order for the County to be served by the REDS (Rural Economic
Development Services) program.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign a letter of support for the REDS
program. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BOARD OF HEALTH NOMINATION
Commissioner Crozier reported that Dr. Mena would be willing to serve on the Board of Health.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to nominate Dr. Robert Mena for the
South Central Public Health District board. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
AIRPORT DISPOSALS
The Commissioners determined to discuss disposal of equipment at the Jerome Airport with its
legal counsel later that day.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Cody Cantrell, Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy
Marshall, and Mario Umana for the April 28, 2019, through May 11, 2019, pay cycle.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a leave request for Mario Umana.
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for Beatriz Delgado, Jerome.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 9, 2019, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,076.69.
Commissioner Howell signed two Permit for the Sale of Safe and Sane Fireworks forms for
David Weaver, Kimberly, to be used at 5363 and 5350 on US Highway 93.
SIGN CLAIMS
The Commissioners consulted Sheriff Oppedyk and the airports manager about some claims they
had submitted.
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BRENT CULBERTSON––MAINTENANCE REPORT
Maintenance Supervisor Brent Culbertson and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson were
present.
Brent Culbertson reported renovation of the wall around the former inmate exercise yard would
begin that week. He stated it was necessary to replace County towel dispensers because of the
unavailability of towel rolls to fit them.
 Commissioner Howell requested that Culbertson not shut off water to County buildings
during work hours, unless in an emergency.
The Board discussed with Culbertson his need for a shop.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to authorize Brent Culbertson to do a
price analysis for erecting a maintenance shop behind the current public defender office. It was
seconded, followed by discussion, and carried with unanimous ayes.
GREG VAWSER––BUDGET REQUEST FOR ROCK CREEK FIRE DISTRICT
Greg Vawser, assistant fire chief for the Rock Creek Rural Fire Protection District, was present.
Greg Vawser stated the number of medical calls to the east end of Jerome County is increasing.
He provided a letter stating that the Rock Creek Quick Response Unit had responded to 214
incidents in FY 2017-18 and that current fiscal year-to-date incidents number 122.
Vawser requested a three percent increase from the County FY 2019-20 budget, for a total of
$16,140.
 The Commissioners were to consider Vawser’s request during their budget workshops in
July.
ROY PRESCOTT––UPDATES AND BUDGET REQUESTS
Roy Prescott was present representing both the Rangeland Fire Protection Association and the
North Side Soil and Water Conservation District.
Rangeland Fire Protection Association: Roy Prescott gave a brief history of fire suppression
by the Rangeland Fire Protection Association, which consists of volunteers from Jerome as well
as from three surrounding counties. He stated the number of wildland fires has increased but that
the volunteers have decreased their sizes and have been able to be on the site of fires before
Bureau of Land Management crews.
Prescott requested an increased donation from $500 to $1,000 from the FY 2019-20 budget,
saying the association needs funds for firefighter dues and for equipment.
 The Commissioners were to consider the increase when setting the County FY 2019-20
budget.
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North Side Soil and Water Conservation District: Roy Prescott told the Board that Jerome
County has supported the national conservation program addressing water, wind, and erosion for
75 years. He said the local District encompasses all of Jerome County and a small slice of
Gooding County.
Prescott named some examples of projects funded by the District, i.e., building a retaining wall;
helping with water treatment; aiding the City of Eden with its irrigation and septic systems; and
assisting the Valley Recreation District with Wilson Lake.
Prescott requested no increase for FY 2019-20 from the $12,000 the County had budgeted in FY
2018-19.
 The Board was to consider the request in its budget workshops in July.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Building Inspector Rick Kirsch were
present.
Vacation for Rick Kirsch: Nancy Marshall explained to the Board that Rick Kirsch would like
the payroll clerk to take his PTO (paid time off) on July 5 from his current year’s PTO rather
than from the following year’s PTO and his remaining PTO carried to the next year. She and
Kirsch explained that since his anniversary day is July 6, his PTO used in the first week of July
last year was taken from the 2018-19 year’s PTO, and his unused 2017-18 PTO was paid to him
rather than carried forward. He was advised that he did not have prior permission to carry unused
time forward; therefore, it was paid out.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve Rick Kirsch to work with the
HR department to utilize 2018-19 PTO from June 19-25 and July 5 and to carry over any
remaining PTO into the 2019-20 year, up to 40 hours. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Kirsch was excused.
Wage Change Request: Nancy Marshall presented Employee Wage Change forms for Denice
Carrillo as a newly hired planning clerk and Tiffany Razo-Chavez as a wage increase because of
the completion of her probationary period. She explained how she would have enough funds in
her budget to cover the salaries.
The Board signed both wage forms.
Planning and Zoning Report: Nancy Marshall expounded on her monthly written report, which
included statistics on finances, the building and mapping departments, and code enforcement.
She also told of office activity regarding information requests, zoning permits, planning
certification, and records processing. Pending legislative activities were a text amendment to the
Jerome City Area of Impact; rezoning around Eden; and drafting chapters for the recreation
zone.
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Meeting recessed at 12:05 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER––FEE WAIVER REQUEST AND LETTER
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober, Assessor Rick Haberman, and Planning and Zoning
Administrator Nancy Marshall were present.
Fee Waiver Request for Northwest Seed: Tevian Ekren-Kober said the owners of Northwest
Seed property had paid taxes owed but had requested waiver of penalties, interest, and all other
fees because they were unaware of a second bill until property was in jeopardy of a tax deed to
the County.
Nancy Marshall explained the Planning and Zoning Department had discovered an error when
the party in question requested a sign permit. Her office had denied the request because the
property showed a violation in dividing it. She said the assessor’s office had divided the
property, unknown to the owners, but that it should not have done so. The bill for the divided
property had been sent to Steve Allen Castle, who was deceased.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to forgive the penalty, interest, certified
mail fees, and publication costs for the Steve Allen Castle Trustee property. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Letter for Farmers Bank: Tevian Ekren-Kober told the Commissioners that Farmers Bank
needed the Commissioners’ approval to change a Certificate of Deposit to a larger amount.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch, based on staff recommendation, to renew
a Certificate of Deposit into a new 24-month CD with Farmers National Bank. It was seconded
and carried with unanimous ayes.
REVIEW EMPLOYEE MANUAL
The Commissioners did not have time to read from the Employee/Supervisor Manual.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of May 7 as read
and the minutes of May 6 as corrected. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. The
sentence under “Board of Health Nomination” on Page 1 of the May 6 minutes was changed to
read, “The Commissioners did not nominate a physician to serve on the Board of Health due to
potential nominees declining.”
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Tim Larson told the Board that installation of the Jet A fuel nozzle at the Jerome Airport would
be on May 16. He said he had constructed ramps near the Airport fence so that wildlife entering
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the airport premises could also exit. He reported that the Jerome Airport Fly-In date would be
July 20.
Larson said the airport advisory board members had requested demolition of three buildings, in
addition to the former terminal.
The Commissioners discussed whether it was timely to tear down the green building.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to demolish the old weed building and the
hunting lodge at the Jerome Airport by July 1, 2019, and to delay possible demolition of the
green storage building until the next budget year. It was seconded, followed by discussion that
demolition would be done by volunteers, and carried with unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to reimburse volunteers demolishing the
buildings by paying for their fuel and lunches. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Larson said he was preparing a new area for parking at the Jerome Airport by checking the
ground for metal pieces.
 Commissioner Howell asked Larson to pursue peeling off the end of the Hazelton Airport
runway and to ask Thorpe Demolition to ascertain whether asbestos exists in the buildings slated
for demolition.
 Commissioner Crouch asked about March, April, and May fuel bills in the current claims,
and Larson said he had turned them in earlier.
KEVIN WILLIAMS––INTERLINK CARE GIVERS UPDATE AND BUDGET
REQUEST
Kevin Williams was not present.
SHIELA HARMON––JEROME SENIOR CENTER UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Shiela Harmon was unable to be present and later rescheduled for May 28.
RON POSEY––JEROME AMERICAN LEGION UPDATE AND BUDGET REQUEST
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Ron Posey,
commander of the Jerome American Legion post.
Ron Posey submitted a letter telling of Legion projects planned for the next budget year and
requesting an increased donation of $12,000, up from the current year’s provision of $6,000. He
said members planned to replace a sidewalk to American Disability Act (ADA) standards,
replant the parkway along Lincoln Avenue with sod, and grow their building fund.
Posey reported the post’s auxiliary had delivered over 100 meals in addition to the meals served
at the hall for its spring fundraiser.
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Commissioner Howell asked about the number of members, and Posey said there are currently
63.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to follow staff recommendations
regarding indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was
Case No. 1718-089.
3:16 P.M. - Commissioner Crozier was excused.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Board of Equalization Form: Mike Seib advised the Board about cancelling property valuation
or taxes for a casualty/loss according to Idaho Code 62-602X dealing with the Board of
Equalization and Idaho Code 63-711.
Assessor Rick Haberman was present with questions.
Seib said the assessor’s office has the ability to change the value of property at any time if not
under appeal to the Board of Equalization. He explained that a person could appeal to the Board
of Equalization according to Idaho Code 62-602X if he disagreed with the assessor’s valuation
after a casualty/loss. The Board of Commissioners could cancel taxes under Idaho Code 63-711,
which provides for casualty/loss.
Hiring a Construction Manager: Mike Seib counseled that the County could hire a
construction manager when building a jail addition because it would be hiring for a special
service by an independent contractor.
Base Jumping Ordinance, Recovery Charges: Commissioner Howell said he had spoken with
the chairman of the Twin Falls County Commissioners, who said he would approach his board
and legal counsel about the possibility of an ordinance regulating base jumpers.
Seib advised that the County could recover rescue costs from a base jumper only if he had
jumped in a location that was closed.
 Seib suggested meeting with base jumping enthusiasts about safety and rescues when
jumping after dark.
Disposing of Property at the Jerome Airport: Seib said the Commissioners could give away or
dispose of County property after making a motion stating that they had researched that it was
worth less than $250.
APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the claims as submitted. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 10, 2019, for the Indigent Fund with a
grand total of $57,423.49.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Reported dated May 10, 2019, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund with a grand total of $3,881.57.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated May 1, 2019, for the District Court II Fund
with a grand total of $1,667.80.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Reported dated May 10, 2019, with a grand total of
$375,853.54.
Meeting adjourned at 4:23 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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