JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 19, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:15 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Present was Zack Lanier, Idaho Farm Bureau.
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended Board of Community Guardians and Fair Board
meetings. He had also performed the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection and had conferred
with the jail administrator about doors in the new jail pod, suggesting a solution to the
administrator’s dissatisfaction.
Commissioner Howell had listened to an Adaptive Recovery meeting about the spread of the
coronavirus where the Johnson and Johnson vaccine had been discussed. He had also
participated in a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) board meeting. He said the board was
progressing on obtaining two tower sites and had learned the need to refine its training of
dispatchers.
Commissioner Howell had attended a meeting of the Magic Valley Cattlemen’s Association and
had given the group the dates of Open Houses for the Lava Ridge Wind Project. He had also
scored 20 scholarship applications for the Idaho Association of Counties.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had toured the Millenkamp Dairy and had conversed with
the County emergency management director about the use of grant funds.
All three Commissioners had listened to a Jerome State of the City address and a legislative
update from the Idaho Association of Counties.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
Present was Zack Lanier, Idaho Farm Bureau.
The Board signed claims for the April 13, 2021, to April 19, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 16, 2021, with a grand total of
$23,410.30 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Fair Capital, Revaluation,
and Ambulance.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Present was Zack Lanier, Idaho Farm Bureau.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Eric Kranzler as the maintenance
supervisor for the Jerome County Fair.
The Board signed a Catering Permit for El Sombrero, Jerome, to be used April 24 from 5 P.M. to
11 P.M. at the Jerome Fairgrounds.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson (2) and Mario Umana.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval by Fund with a grand total of $323,972.23 and a
Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $152,398.44, both dated April 13, 2021, for the March
28, 2021, through April 10, 2021, payroll period.
GREG VAWSER AND AARON ZENT––ROCK CREEK QRU UNIT REPORT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Aaron Zent, fire chief
of the Rock Creek Fire District; Greg Vawser, assistant chief; and Zack Lanier.
Aaron Zent presented a written summary of incident responses in the first quarter of 2021 for the
Quick Response Unit (QRU) of the Rock Creek Fire District. He said the Unit’s goal for 2021 is
to keep better track of its mileage, saying that the first quarter emergency service calls to Jerome
County totaled 1,623.
Zent said the QRU responded to 68 calls in Jerome County from January through March, with an
average response time of 15.53 minutes. He added that the calls made up 21.9 percent of all the
District’s QRU incidents and 55 percent of the total QRU miles driven.
Zent asked that the County request federal stimulus funding for the QRU because the Unit
needed some extra help to purchase upgraded equipment.
Commissioner Howell asked about the District’s need for personal protective equipment (ppe).
Zent said the District takes daily inventory of its equipment, and the Commissioner said the
Board would ask the County emergency management director about obtaining more of the
protective equipment.
In answer to Michelle Emerson’s question, Zent indicated that the QRU unit would like to ask
for a $50,000 donation from the County in the next fiscal year, but he said federal funding could
decrease the District’s need for County funding.
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Commissioner Howell expressed the Board’s appreciation for Rock Creek’s presence in the east
end of Jerome County. Zent told the Board that the Magic Valley Paramedics have a program to
help frequent ambulance callers avoid ambulance trips.
HEALTH DISTRICT–CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Michelle Emerson, County clerk; Linda Montgomery, chairman of the Health
Board; and Zack Lanier. Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency
management director; and Josh Jensen, South Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported there had been slight increases in the number of cases of coronavirus and in
the positivity rate in Jerome County within the last week. He said Twin Falls had become a hot
spot within the Health District but that the District positivity rate was below the State’s. He said
that hospital capacity remained normal.
Jensen stated that 21 percent of Jerome County residents were fully vaccinated against the virus.
He added that the supply of vaccine exceeds the demand for it and that the Health District is
taking the vaccine to individuals in rural communities. Jensen warned that booster shots may be
needed by fall.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka, chairman of Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, was present. Also present
were Niki McKay and Dan Wise, both Canyon Trail Realty; and Randy Perrine.
Mike Tylka told of the need to hire a contractor to pour concrete at the new arbor site in the
Snake River Canyons Park.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the Park Board to spend up to
$2,000 for concrete flatwork at the Emigrant Trail Trail Head Arbor. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Tylka reported that Board members had replaced three shooting-restricted signs in the Park, two
of which had been destroyed by vandals, and had added some courtesy signs as well. He said the
annual Park cleanup by volunteers would be on May 22.
Tylka gave recommendations to replace two Board members from Jerome to fulfill the death of
one member and the resignation of another.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve David Neth to fulfill Don
Zuck’s remaining term and Mark Donahue to fulfill Stan Mai’s term on the Snake River
Canyons Park Managing Board. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Tylka said the parking lot at the Roger Morley Arbor had been improved and enlarged without
additional cost. He added that the Bureau of Land Management was not opposed to the County
adding a camping area behind the Arbor.
Park Board Member Lexi Roth was present.
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Tylka stated there was new signage at Yingst Grade and that he and two residents who live near
the grade were not in favor of barricades at the top of the grade but recommended a load of
boulders placed strategically so that vehicles could not go around barriers.
The Commissioners approved of a new logo for the Park that is similar but more colorful than
the present one.
Tylka said that the Park Board would request a separate Park budget of $1500 for technology
services in the next fiscal year.
Tylka told the Commissioners he had researched creating a Disc Golf Course on 40 acres in the
Park and that Board members were excited about the possibilities of a course. He told the Board
the next step would be obtaining permission from the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for
the land under BLM lease. Tylka said the course could be completed for under $15,000 out of
the Park budget.
 It was determined Tylka would draft a letter for the Commissioners to ask the BLM for
approval to create a Disc Golf Course.
Tylka objected to the National Guard’s proposal to establish an alternate highway access at 600
South to a new site for the Guard, saying the road is not designed for heavy traffic.
Commissioner Howell said the National Guard is seeking alternatives for an access.
Lexi Ross testified of the many persons, including herself, who use the area near 600 South who
would not want extra traffic there.
Dan Wise suggested a traffic counter and said disc golf and the mountain bike trail were
important additions to the Park.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT UPDATE
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator Kirstin Howard were present.
Tanya Stitt reported she had submitted an application to the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) for reimbursement due to COVID-related expenses. She said she did not yet
have the necessary documentation to submit another application.
Stitt said her office was updating the Community Preparedness book and that it could be
available at the County Fair.
Stitt stated that she had not been able to find a contractor to build a coroner’s office, and
Commissioner Howell suggested Peterson Brothers Construction.
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Commissioner Howell told Stitt that the Rock Creek Quick Response Unit needed personal
protective equipment (ppe), and she said she would check for availability with the emergency
management director in Twin Falls County.
Meeting recessed at 11:46 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:16 P.M.
J’DEE ADAMS––VIDEO POWER POINT FOR NORTH CANYON MEDICAL CENTER
Present were Larry Hall, Jerome 20/20 executive director; Michael Workman, Mak
Danhonnrrou, and J’Dee Adams, all representing North Canyon Medical Center.
Larry Hall introduced J’Dee Adams as the CEO of the North Canyon Medical Center.
J’Dee Adams presented a slide presentation showing the mission, vision, and pillars of the
medical center, located at Crossroads Point in Jerome County as well as in Gooding, Buhl, and
Twin Falls. Adams told the Commissioners that the medical center began as the Gooding County
Memorial Hospital 100 years ago. He said it had dissolved its taxing district to enable it to
expand outside of Gooding County.
Adams listed the medical center’s network of care as an 18-bed hospital, a 24-hour emergency
room, and many other services in Gooding as well as ten medical services offered in Jerome
County, eight services in Buhl, and six in Twin Falls.
Adams stated the medical center is a non-profit organization that plans to build a bigger campus
in Jerome County.
Commissioner Crozier said he believed competition adds to a more robust economy and that he
supports the presence of the medical center, especially with the population of Jerome County
increasing.
Commissioner Crouch expressed that he likes business competition.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson said fuel prices at the Jerome Airport were reduced after the Airport’s most
recent shipment.
Shed Demolition: Larson reported demolition of the green shed at the Jerome Airport by
Christiansen Construction was scheduled for May 22. He said he was sweeping the shed area
with a magnet before and after demolition so that it would be safe for a parking lot.
Airport Advisory Board Bylaws: Larson said bylaws would be ready for the Airport Advisory
Board’s review at its next meeting. Commissioner Crouch asked that Larson send him a draft
copy.
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Airport Assistant Applications: Larson said he had received two applications to fill the open
airport assistant position.
Leadership Training Report: Larson reported he had completed the leadership course offered
by the Idaho Association of Counties. He listed the last topics studied were: intentional
influence, mutual gains approach to negotiations, cooperation over competition, managing
conflict at work, delivering results, helping others improve, and the power of a win-win mindset.
Larson showed the Board a certificate he had received for completing the training course
successfully, and he read to the Commissioners the leadership oath he had written.
Commissioner Crozier said Larson’s goals were noble.
Leadership Oath
As a leader of my agency, I will lead with integrity, honesty, and selflessness. I will practice positive leadership and
will support my customers any way I can. I will strive to compliment and know my people and will work to grow
my flock and help them achieve their goals. I will be authentic in actions, have an open mind, and be receptive to
new ideas and practices. I understand results matter, and I will grade myself tough. I will support you as you support
me. I will praise in public, correct in private, and mentor whenever I can. I will laugh and have a sense of humor and
smile whenever I can. I will be humble and give credit to my teammates.

Commissioner Crouch recessed the Board of County Commissioners and reconvened as a Board
of Equalization.
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
BILL TRUJILLO––CASUALTY LOSS EXEMPTION (recorded)
Bill Trujillo was present.
Bill Trujillo presented an Application for Casualty/Loss Exemption, saying his house and carport
were totally destroyed by fire on October 18, 2020. He gave the history of the fire and said it had
taken six months to even take the house remains off their foundation.
Trujillo said his house had been assessed for property taxes through 2020.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the Application for
Casualty/Loss Exemption to take Bill Trujillo’s home off the tax roles until it is rebuilt. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Commissioner Crouch adjourned the Board of Equalization and returned to session as the Board
of County Commissioners.
REGULAR SESSION
BILL DIEDRICH––AGROPUR PENALTIES AND INTEREST
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present. Present by speakerphone was Bill Diedrich, a vice
president dealing with financial analysis for Agropur.
Bill Diedrich told the Board that the assessment notice for Agropur had an error, and he asked
for penalties and interest accrued to be waived.
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Tevian-Ekren Kober stated the tax bill mailed to Agropur on February 12 had not been returned
to the treasurer’s office, but Diedrich said the company would have paid the bill if it had received
it.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to waive the penalties and interest as
presented in the amount $8,475.99 for Agropur, based upon an error of the previous tax assessor
administration. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Ekren-Kober told Diedrich that her office still had not received the taxes due on March 15.
TANNER JOHNS––VOLUNTEER APPOINTMENT
Tanner Johns was present, along with Brett Thompson.
Tanner Johns questioned why he was not reappointed to the Planning and Zoning Commission,
saying the letter he received from the Commissioners was “bogus” because it said the County
wanted to refresh the Commission but that other members had served longer than he had.
Johns stated that the Employee Manual said that he needed to be released for cause and asked the
Commissioners for the reasons he was not reappointed.
Commissioner Crouch stated that the Board had become aware of three matters related to his not
being reappointed. He began to list the reasons, to which Johns responded. He said the truth
would set him free.
Commissioner Howell assured Johns that if such a situation arises again, a letter would be
worded better.
Commissioner Crouch said the Board would improve on treating people fairly.
Commissioner Crozier pledged that the Commissioners would examine details in the future,
rather than just relying on the recommendation of staff.
MARISELA IBARRA––JAIL KITCHEN STEAMER
Jail Administrator Marisela Ibarra was present.
Marisela Ibarra followed up from April 12 by reporting to the Commissioners that there were no
lease options to obtain a new steamer for the jail. She said installation would need to be by a
permitted and certified installer in order to receive a rebate on the steamer recommended by jail
staff.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to purchase an AccuTemp convection
steamer from BS&R for $18,453.59, including installation, with a $1100 rebate to follow. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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Commissioner Crozier explained his suggestion for modifying doors in the new jail pod to meet
the staff’s approval.
Ibarra preferred new doors, as specified in the architectural documents, but agreed to try
Commissioner Crozier’s solution.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Jerome Airport Bidding Documents: This matter was continued until April 26.
Ted Lingard Lease: It was determined Commissioner Crouch would contact Ted Lingard about
the revised hangar lease from County Attorney Mike Seib.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of April 12 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied was Case No. 2021010.
Meeting adjourned at 4:52 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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