JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, April 5, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:05 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier gave a brief review of a presentation to the Board from Congressman
Simpson the previous week. He had said that the Bonneville Power Administration is losing
money from fighting lawsuits to save the salmon industry in Idaho. Congressman Simpson said
that salmon recovery efforts made over the last 20 years had been futile, and he suggested
removing four dams on the lower Snake River and developing new ways to generate electricity.
Commissioner Crozier reported he had talked with Fair personnel about dressing the arena and
had given a radio interview.
Commissioners Crozier and Crouch had listened to a presentation from the Idaho Association of
Counties about uses of federal funds from the American Recovery Plan Act, but they believed
the guidelines given lacked specificity.
Commissioner Crouch had attended a meeting for the Joe Mama’s Car Show and an Open House
at the Embrace Life recovery center as well as had worked on matters as president of the Jerome
Chamber of Commerce.
Commissioner Howell said he had inspected the rodeo arena and had learned of a grant up to
$250,000 specifically for grandstands for which the Fair manager could apply. He also reported
he had attended a College of Southern Idaho Foundation meeting where directors discussed how
to fund new projects as well as had given a radio interview.
QUARTERLY JAIL INSPECTION
Commissioner Crozier agreed to perform the Commissioners’ quarterly jail inspection in April.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the April 1, 2021, to April 6, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 2, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $625.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated April 2, 2021, with a grand total of
$76,321.46 for the following funds: General, District Court, Justice, Fair Capital, Indigent, and
Waterways Board.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed three Catering Permits for South Hills Bar & Grill LLC, Hansen, to be used
April 10, 2021, from 4 P.M. – 1 A.M.; April 17, 2021, from 12 P.M. - 1 A.M.; and April 24, 2021, from
4 P.M. – 1 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Nohemi Diaz Raymundo as a deputy
court clerk.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval By Fund with a grand total of $186,893.89 and a
Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $149,484.17, both dated March 30, 2021, for the
March 14, 2021, through March 27, 2021, payroll period.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Nancy Marshall, Christine McGuire, and
Mario Umana.
MIKE SEIB––THIRD BRIDGE AGREEMENT
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Mike Seib expressed reservations he had listed in an e-mail to the Commissioners and Twin Falls
County about a Third Crossing Joint Powers Agreement regarding constructing a bridge over the
Snake River Canyon. He said agreements could not be binding more than one year at a time if
funding is involved.
Seib stated the Agreement does not specify what each party is to do but allows a lawsuit if a
party fails to do what is not stated in the contract. He also had concerns about the purpose of the
Agreement, a binding contract, voting authority, and limiting voting to four persons.
 The Commissioners were scheduled to discuss the Agreement with Twin Falls County
Commissioner Brent Reinke that afternoon.
CLERK’S OFFICE––AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDING
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim.
Michelle Emerson presented the Commissioners with six pages of figures showing lost revenue
in twelve budget funds because of the coronavirus pandemic. She said she was disappointed with
the information from the Idaho Association of Counties regarding how $2.5 million over two
consecutive years from the American Recovery Plan Act could be used.
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Emerson believed it would be important to know how the cities in the County planned to use
their funds to avoid the County pursuing the same projects. She suggested allocating some funds
to the County taxing districts and to non-profit agencies to which the County donates.
Commissioner Howell suggested using funds for infrastructure improvement by running sewer
and water to the Jerome Airport. Commissioner Crozier said the Fair would be submitting the
amounts of its lost revenue due to the virus.
 Further discussion was continued until after a coronavirus report from the Health District.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Mike
Williams, City of Jerome administrator; Dale Layne, Jerome schools superintendent; Toni
Carver, Heritage Academy; and Linda Montgomery and Josh Jensen, representing the South
Central Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported the number of coronavirus cases in Jerome County was about the same as
the previous week, which is in the minimal risk category, and that the positivity rate had
decreased. He added that there were no long-term care outbreaks in the County.
Jensen reported the virus prevalence rate District-wide was continuing downward and that there
were only eleven coronavirus patients in the District hospitals. Jensen said that Blaine County
was a hot spot in the District and was in the moderate category for contracting the virus.
Jensen stated the coronavirus vaccine was now available to all persons 16 and older. He asked
for help in notification to dairy workers of a mass vaccination clinic scheduled for the next day at
the Catholic Church. He also said vaccination appointments were available at St. Luke’s through
My Chart. He added that a large quantity of hand sanitizer was available at no charge.
Commissioner Howell asked if there had been any cases of vaccinated persons contracting the
virus, and Jensen said there were some. He said he would research other questions posed by the
Board.
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT FUNDING, Continued
The Commissioners continued their discussion with Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson
and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim about federal stimulus money. Emerson suggested
creating applications to receive funding, and Commissioner Howell favored putting some of the
money received aside for unexpected requests during the next budget year.
TEVIAN-EKREN KOBER––TAX CANCELLATIONS
Treasurer Tevian-Ekren Kober was present.
Tevian-Ekren Kober told the Board that a property had been split in 2017 and that the new owner
of one parcel did not receive his property tax bill because it had been sent to the former owner.
She said the new owner was willing to pay the taxes for his property but requested a waiver of a
penalty and interest.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to cancel the penalty and interest in the
amount of $489.49 for Parcel Number RP09S19E080002 in the names of Burk/Gott, based on an
incorrect name and address. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Ekren-Kober stated that a mobile home had been removed from Jerome County in 2019 with no
taxes collected; she asked for a cancellation of taxes because there was no way to contact the
owner and no property to sell to pay for the taxes owing.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to cancel the taxes, penalty, interest, and
fees for Lorraine Mickelson in the amount of $481.85 for Parcel Number MHJ1P05000029A. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:29 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 2:01 P.M.
BILLY TRUJILLO––CASUALTY LOSS EXEMPTION
Billy Trujillo had cancelled his appointment and rescheduled it for April 19.
KENT ATKIN––HAZELTON AIRPORT PAVING COST INCREASES
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present. Also present was Kent Atkin, JUB Engineers airport
consultant.
Kent Atkin apprised the Board that the asphalt prices for the Hazelton Airport would cost
approximately $50,000 to $70,000 more than when the County submitted a grant application to
the State Bureau of Aeronautics. He said the Bureau agreed to the County submitting a new
application, requiring a fifty percent County match.
Atkin reminded the Board that the County had budgeted for matching a Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) project at the Jerome Airport but that the federal government had waived
FAA grant matches in 2021.
 Atkin said he would seek bids for the Hazelton project after legal counsel reviews the
bidding documents.
Atkin stated reconstruction of the Jerome Airport runway would begin in the middle of May and
would be worth it even though closure of the airport would be an inconvenience to pilots.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson and Airport Consultant Kent Atkin were present.
Report: Tim Larson reported that directors at a special Airport Advisory Board meeting had met
with Neal Fraser with JUB Engineers regarding a scope of work for the updating the Jerome
Airport Master Plan.
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Larson said a resident would like to remove an overhang from the shed slated for demolition at
the Jerome Airport; the Board agreed if the party signs a volunteer form.
Larson stated new fuel prices at the Jerome Airport were down by three cents. He added that
Albert Lockwood would put up signs prohibiting dumping at the Hazelton Airport.
Larson told the Board the airport assistant had given him his two-week resignation notice that
morning, and the Board said to advertise the position in-house and out simultaneously and
immediately.
Larson presented a hangar lease for Mark Doerr, as had been discussed with legal counsel on
March 29.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign the Mark Doerr aviation lease for
additional property at the Jerome Airport. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Airport Sign: Larson said a new Jerome Airport sign, as well as chain link fencing, would be
part of the updated Master Plan.
Bylaws: Larson stated he would present draft bylaws to the Airport Advisory Board meeting that
week.
Fuel Pump Cover: Larson reported he was waiting for an update from John Toolson on adding
a fuel pump cover at the Jerome Airport.
Ted Lingard Lease: Larson stated the County attorney and the attorney for Ted Lingard were
formulating a hangar lease.
Volunteer Shed Demolition: The Board discussed with Larson the possibility of volunteers
tearing down the green shed at the Airport. They also studied four quotes they had received for
the demolition.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell for Tim Larson to contact Christiansen
Construction to award the demolition contract, including filling and graveling, in the amount of
$3,755, based on an Airport Advisory Board recommendation. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Leadership Training Report: Larson reported he was learning the power of influence,
motivation, complexity, and simplicity in the online course on leadership that he was taking from
the National Association of Counties.
MARK REYES AND NANCY MARSHALL––CEMETERY BOARD DISCUSSION
This discussion was rescheduled for April 12.
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COMMISSIONER REINKE––FINAL DRAFT OF THIRD BRIDGE AGREEMENT
Present were Attorney Mike Seib and Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana. Also
present were Jason Vinyard, Twin Falls County Commissioner Brent Reinke, and Attorney
Kevin Henry.
Commissioner Reinke presented a draft of a Third Crossing Joint Powers Agreement among
Jerome and Twin Falls Counties and the Filer and Twin Falls highway districts regarding
constructing a new bridge across the Snake River Canyon. He said Twin Falls County had
revised and added bylaws to the draft after Mike Seib had made suggested additions.
Commissioner Reinke explained that one member from each of the four agencies signing the
agreement would be members of a Joint Powers Committee, with an Advisory Committee
consisting of a much larger membership.
Commissioner Reinke said six county commissioners and six highway commissioners would be
meeting with the Idaho Transportation Department on April 21 to let it know how important the
bridge project is to the Magic Valley.
Commissioner Howell questioned about obligating the County for more than one year, and
Kevin Henry said the agreement was for a specific purpose and would be a living document that
could be changed and would be reviewed every year.
Commissioner Howell also asked about funding that the four entities would contribute, and
Commissioner Reinke said there would be infrastructure-based monies coming into counties
from the federal government and that the Committee would be writing grants to help cover the
cost of the bridge.
Commissioners Howell and Crouch also asked about withdrawing from the agreement and the
ability to bring lawsuits.
Henry said he would revise the documents per suggestions made.
 Those present agreed to meet again on April 12 to discuss the draft agreement and also to
participate in a signing ceremony on April 16 at the Perrine Bridge.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Volunteer Appointment: Mike Seib gave the Board a letter he had drafted to a former
committee volunteer, which the Commissioners signed.
Risk Manager: Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Seib said he had learned
that Michelle Emerson was the risk manager for the County.
Ted Lingard Lease: Seib told the Commissioners he was revising a hangar lease for Ted
Lingard and would send it back to Lingard’s attorney.
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READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of March 29 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
Jason Vinyard was present.
Indigent Settlement: Jason Vinyard reminded the Board that he had offered on March 29 to
make an $11,000 lump sum payment as a settlement for his account with Social Services for
medical bills. He said the County liens placed on his property made it difficult to obtain loans for
his business.
Commissioner Crozier said the Commissioners had learned that the State CAT Board would be
satisfied, and he said he believed Vinyard’s offer was a reasonable settlement.
Commissioner Crouch said it was commendable that Vinyard had made regular payments and
had approached the Board with his offer.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to settle the remainder of Reference 199900821, Case No. 9899-044, for Jason Vinyard in the amount of $11,000. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting adjourned at 5 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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