JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 26, 2018
PRESENT: Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman
Roger Morley, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:03 A.M.
Commissioner Howell was not present because of another commitment.
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS
Commissioners Morley and Roemer stated they had attended COOP (Continuity of Operations
Plan) training, which had offered good information about responding to emergencies.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Time Clock Correction form for Cody Cantrell.
The Board signed a Catering Permit for El Sombrero, Jerome, to be used April 14, 2018, from 6
P.M.-12 A.M. at 392-B East 300 South, Jerome.
The Board signed Retail Alcoholic Beverage Licenses to Walmart, Inc., dba Walmart #2831,
Jerome; and Triple S Oil Company dba Mr. Gas Truck Stop #20, Jerome.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form for George Oppedyk, effective March 26,
2018, to increase his salary as the newly appointed County sheriff.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form for Gary Taylor for a salary increase as the
new chief deputy sheriff, effective April 2, 2018.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change for Deputy Sheriff Dean De Kruyf for a salary
increase because of his promotion to corporal.
The Board signed leave requests for Deserae Jones (2) and Mario Umana.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 16, 2018, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust, with a grand total of $463.38.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval by Fund in the amount of $107,715.26 and a Direct
Deposit Detail for $105,445.70, both for the March 23 payroll.
CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the March 13, 2018, to March 27, 2018, claim cycle as
follows.
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MAY 23 PUBLIC HEALTH BUDGET HEARING
Commissioner Howell stated he would plan to attend the public hearing for the South Central
Public Health District FY 2019 Budget or assign a proxy if he were unable to attend.
APPOINTMENT TO THE SOUTH CENTRAL PUBLIC HEALTH DISTRICT
The Board was in receipt of a ballot for a director to serve on the board for the Public Health
District from July 1, 2018, through June 30, 2023, and held a short discussion about the
appointment.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to appoint Lincoln County Commissioner
Roy Hubert to serve on the Board of Health for the South Central Public Health District. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
CODY CANTRELL––VETERANS REPORT
Veterans Service Officer Cody Cantrell was present.
Cantrell reported from his monthly written report. It included 21 office visits, four home
visitations, and two community outreaches. Cantrell questioned the Board about sending forms
to the Idaho Division of Veterans Services (IDVS), saying that doing so slows services to reach
veterans. The Commissioners agreed that Cantrell do what is best for veterans.
Cantrell also asked what action he should take if a veteran is extremely angry about the veterans
system. The Board asked that he make a notation in the veteran’s file and refer him to the
Commissioners.
Commissioner Roemer verified with Cantrell that he was working only the hours his position
allowed.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Umana gave the Commissioners his office statistics from February 24 through March 21. They
included 94 juveniles on probation and $1,010 in fees collected. He said he had begun a
restitution diversion account, which would create a more formal accounting record.
Umana asked if it would be appropriate for his office to have a credit card rather than probation
officers using their personal cards and being reimbursed, followed by a short discussion.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to allow the juvenile probation department
to have a credit card not to exceed $2,000. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Umana told of upcoming conferences that he and his probation officers would attend and
answered questions from Commissioner Roemer.
Charles Wiegard was present.
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Umana continued to answer questions and then reported success with a credit recovery class in
his office for probationers that the Board had sanctioned on November 6. He explained why he
would discontinue it if a similar program were established on the Jerome High School premises
the next school year.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Jones explained how her department had also used personal credit cards and requested a County
card.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to issue the misdemeanor probation
department a County credit card for not more than $2,000. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Jones expounded on February written statistics from her office, which included 435 cases and
$6,170.50 in fees collected. She told the Board of a conference that she believed would be useful
for her and one of her officers to attend.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to approve the travel request for Deserae
Jones and Barbara Lloyd to attend the Eighth Biennial Northwest Alcohol Conference in Boise,
Idaho, as requested. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Jones said she was comfortable carrying a caseload because she wanted to have the same duties
as other probation officers in her department.
MEGAN CLAPP––PARTIAL RELEASE ON PROPERTY
Social Services Director Kim Drury was present. Also present was Megan Clapp, representing
Title One.
Clapp represented a client who desired the release of a County lien on her property so she could
sell it before it would go into foreclosure. She said her client would receive no funds from the
sale of her property.
Drury agreed with releasing the lien on the property only and said some of the sale proceeds
would be paid to the County on Indigent Case No. 1314-044.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to approve the partial release of lien for
Skyler Sean Larson and Erin M. Larson as presented. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
RICK HABERMAN––HOMEOWNER EXEMPTION
Assessor Rick Haberman and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present.
Haberman requested a cancellation of taxes because a homeowner exemption had been accepted
by his office in April of 2016 but had not been applied to the property’s assessed value.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to cancel taxes based on $61,151 of
assessed value for Parcel No. RPJ12850040010 in the name of Joe L. Paredez to correct a
homeowner exemption error. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:40 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M. with all Commissioners present.
GEORGE OPPEDYK––SHERIFF MATTERS
Swearing In: Present were Interim Sheriff George Oppedyk; Jail Administrator Marisela Ibarra;
Deputy Sheriffs Karen Van Holland, Chad Kingsland, Kirk Thorp, M. Mulliner, Gary Taylor,
Teresa Thiemann, and Rick Bernsen; Idaho State Police Officers Robert Herse, Michael
Delgado, Tyler Barrett, Michael Wendler, Ed Gates, Ismael Gonzalles, and Mark Donahue;
Jerome Police Officers T, J. Rasmussen and Anthony Gratzer; Lincoln County Sheriff Rene
Rodriguez and Deputy Stephen Phillips; former Jerome County Deputy Sheriff Gary McGeoch;
Jerome County employees Mario Umana, Nancy Marshall, Lorrann Morrell, Art Brown, Mike
Seib, Tevian Ekren-Kober, Kim Drury, and Jesus Mendez; and Charles Wiegard.
Commissioner Howell administered the Oath of Office for sheriff to George Oppedyk. He then
welcomed all of the sheriff’s supporters present and congratulated Gary Taylor for being present
as a rival and a friend. Sheriff Oppedyk followed with a brief acceptance speech.
Twin Falls Jail Contract: Present were Sheriff George Oppedyk, Jail Administrator Marisela
Ibarra, and Attorney Mike Seib.
Seib offered a contract for housing a guaranteed 25 Twin Falls County prisoners that he had
revised with that county’s officials, followed by a brief discussion with the Commissioners.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the contract with Twin Falls
County as presented. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Marshals Service Contract: Present were Sheriff George Oppedyk, Jail Administrator Marisela
Ibarra, and Attorney Mike Seib.
Seib advised that he was working with the Marshals Service to revise a contract for Jerome
County to house federal prisoners.
 Following a discussion of the recommended changes, signing a contract was added to the
April 2 agenda.
LARRY HALL––GEM GRANT
Larry Hall, executive director of Jerome 20/20, was present. Also present was Charles Wiegard.
Hall explained a contract for a grant he had discussed with the Board in October of 2017. The
grant was for $50,000 from the Idaho Department of Commerce to help with infrastructure for a
new truck stop in Jerome.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to authorize Commissioner Howell to sign
the Idaho Gem Grant. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS, Continued
Commissioner Howell told of an employee accident report, which the County reports to
Workmen’s Comp insurance as soon as possible.
PUBLIC DEFENSE STANDARDS GRANT APPLICATION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present was Charles Wiegard.
Commissioner Roemer followed up with Emerson from the Board’s visit from Brianne McCoy
representing the Public Defense Commission on April 19. Emerson verified that the County was
eligible for a grant because it was in compliance with four standards required by the
Commission.
ART BROWN––PLANNING AND ZONING MATTERS
Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown was present.
Set Date for Eden Officials to Meet with the Commissioners: The Board determined April 9
would be the best date for it to meet with Eden city officials about that city’s Area of Impact.
Brown said he would confirm the date with the Eden officials.
Disposal of County Property: Planning and Zoning Assistant Administrator Nancy Marshall
was present. Brown said the P&Z Department had equipment it would not be using and asked
how to dispose of it. It was determined the items would be worth less than $250 so would not
need to go through a public auction.
 Commissioner Howell suggested offering the equipment to County employees through
sealed bids.
JOSH BARTLOME AND STEPHANIE THOMPSON––SOLID WASTE FEE CHARGES
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson and Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober were present.
Also present were Josh Bartlome and Stephanie Thompson representing the Southern Idaho
Regional Solid Waste District; Tod Molitor, Devon Molitor, and Joe Wrenfrow, Western Waste
Service; William Gilmartin, Commercial Creamery; George Panagiotou; and Charles Wiegard.
Bartlome explained to the Commissioners why the board of directors for the Solid Waste District
had increased waste fees for waste collectors as of March 1. He said that Jerome County was not
assessing adequate fees from businesses to cover disposal costs and was not planning for future
capital expenditure needs by having reasonable reserve funds, and he requested that the County
submit a letter to the Waste District board for approval of any fee waivers.
Commissioner Morley said the County had received complaints from commercial entities, citing
that the Commercial Creamery charge had increased from $10,000 to $25,000 annually.
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Bartlome said the new amount was realistic because the company had been paying for no
disposal, just a refuse fee.
Molitor expressed that the only way to assess fees fairly would be to use a scale.
 Commissioner Howell recommended that Molitor address the Solid Waste Board about
his concerns.
NEIL CHRISTENSEN––HUMAN RESOURCES CONTRACT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Deputy Payroll Clerk Lorrann Morrell, Treasurer
Tevian Ekren-Kober, and Attorney Mike Seib were present. Also present were Neil Christensen,
representing Barrett Business Services, Inc. (BBSI); Mike Dahmer, Charles Wiegard, and
George Panagiotou.
Christensen said his company could partner with the County to help a human resources (HR)
director grow into his or her position, thus becoming a better HR employee.
 Commissioner Roemer asked that Christensen e-mail the Board more information about
his services.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present were Charles Wiegard, George Panagiotou, and
Mike Dahmer.
Airport Board Minutes: Seib said public statute requires that boards of directors record
minutes. He said a decision made without minutes would have to be readdressed.
Commissioner Roemer believed minutes were not being taken at the Airport Advisory Board
meetings and made a motion to request Garth Baker to begin taking minutes at the Airport Board
meetings and to provide them to the Board of Commissioners. It was seconded, followed by
discussion, but did not pass with Commissioner Roemer voting aye and Commissioners Howell
and Morley voting nay.
Shooting Ordinance: Seib discussed with the Board creating an ordinance to limit shooting in
the Snake River Canyons Park.
Commissioner Morley said the Park Board had recommended prohibiting shooting only on Idaho
Department of Lands property adjacent to the Park. Seib said such a prohibition would be
difficult to prosecute because of no definite line visible to shooters, saying that directive signs
would need to be very close together.
Commissioner Howell did not believe the safety zone proposed by the Park Board would be
adequate. Commissioner Roemer said she would need to study the matter further.
 Commissioner Morley said he would take the matter of prohibiting shooting back to the
Park Board.
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APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the claims as presented.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 22, 2018, for the Indigent Fund, with a
total of $37,796.94.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 22, 2018, for the Indigent Fund, with a
total of $11,500.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 22, 2018, for the Court Bond Trust
and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $16,160.69.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 23, 2018, with a grand total of
$88,385.29 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Indigent, Revaluation, and Planning & Zoning/Building.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to approve the minutes of March 19 as
written. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve indigent matters as presented.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved were Case Nos. 1718-043 and
1718-038. Denied were Case Nos. 1718-044 and 1718-039; dismissed were Case Nos. 1718-006;
1718-012; and 1718-001. The Commissioners signed Orders upholding the denials of Case Nos.
1617-081 and 1718-001.

Commissioner Roemer expressed concern that it could take the Federal Aviation Administration
ten years to move its equipment to a new airport terminal. She said she would pursue obtaining
bids from CenturyLink.
Meeting adjourned at 4:38 P.M.
Respectively submitted:

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman

______________________________
Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner

______________________________
Roger M. Morley, Commissioner
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