JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 15, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crouch reported he had attended a Health and Welfare meeting regarding health
districts and Medicaid expansion. He had also attended a Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board meeting where updating the organization’s Facebook page was discussed. Commissioner
Crouch also met with the County sheriff and Mike Arrington of Starr Corporation at the new jail
addition to address doors and lights that need to be changed before holding prisoners.
Commissioners Crouch and Crozier had attended a Jerome 20/20 meeting where the new Fair
manager was introduced.
Commissioner Howell had participated in an Adaptive Recovery meeting about the spread of the
coronavirus as well as in executive board and general membership meetings of Southern Idaho
Economic Development (SIED). He had requested that SIED compare its returns on investment
from in-person or virtual contacts. Commissioner Howell said he had also taken measurements at
the Jerome Airport and that there was room for a 32 square foot shop attachment.
Commissioner Crozier attended: (1) a South Central Community Action Partnership planning
meeting for the agency’s annual fundraiser; (2) the Fair Board; (3) the Behavioral Health Board;
and (4) an Urban Renewal Agency meeting where directors discussed the North Bridge Project.
Commissioner Crozier also spent time converting a vehicle to a mobile counseling unit for the
Community Schools Strategic Partnership. He had spoken with the executive director of Jerome
20/20 about applying for a grant to purchase a new sign for the Jerome Airport, but they had
determined it would be better to seek contributions.
All three Commissioners had listened to a meeting hosted by the Idaho Association of Counties
regarding bills currently in the Idaho Legislature.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Christine McGuire, and
Mario Umana.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the March 2, 2021, to March 17, 2021, payroll cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 12, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with a
grand total of $1,462.50.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 12, 2021, with a grand total of
$76,661.91 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Fair, Justice, Health
District, Election Consolidation, and Ambulance.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed Catering Permits for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be
used March 20, 2021, from 2 P.M.–1 A.M.; March 27, 2021, from 2 P.M.–1 A.M.; and March 28, 2021,
from 1 P.M.–1 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated March 11, 2021, for the Insurance Deductible
Trust Fund, with a grand total of $5,740.71.
The Board signed a leave request for Mario Umana.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt and Coordinator Kirsten Howard were present.
Tanya Stitt presented a list of computers in the sheriff’s complex as a follow-up from a March 12
request from the clerk’s office to upgrade sheriff computers. She said more computers needed
replaced than originally expected.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the process of
replacing/updating 21 computers at the sheriff’s office with CARES funding as discussed with
the Office of Emergency Management and the IT department. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
The Commissioners expressed that they would like upgrades to the Jack Nelsen Meeting Room
in the Courthouse so that it could be used as a secondary Emergency Operations Center (EOC).
Stitt said the County is eligible for over $4 million in federal recovery funds and that she would
investigate using those funds rather than the $600,000 in stimulus money received for COVID19 pandemic expenses discussed on March 12.
Stitt also informed the Board she was writing a Community Preparedness magazine.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka, chairman of the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board, was present.
Mike Tylka reported a complainant was asking for more signage because vehicles were speeding
down the road to Yingst Grade. He also told of a farmer’s field blocked because Vineyard Lake
is landlocked and Google maps takes visitors looking for the lake through private property.
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Tylka told the Commissioners that the shooting-restricted signs in the Snake River Canyons Park
had been destroyed again. He also said there had been vandalism at the new arbor site. He added
that the Park Managing Board had requested some courtesy signage in the Park, such as “Enjoy,
Don’t Destroy.” Tylka related that David Neff had talked with the Park board directors about
working with the County to develop a long-range shooting range.
Tylka said Board directors had also requested that the County renew its lease of Park property
from the Bureau of Land Management for 50 years.
Tylka reported that upgrading the new parking lot at the Roger Morley Arbor would begin by the
end of March. He said preliminary engineering estimates were needed before applying for a 2022
grant to expand the Morley arbor area and to add a pit toilet.
Tylka stated a person was needed to maintain and operate the Park Website, which could
possibly become an additional budget item as well as a budget for signage.
Tylka gave the Board an enumeration of reasons he and the Park Board oppose a highway access
at 600 South proposed by the National Guard. The Commissioners did not object to Tylka airing
his opposition at a public hearing that week.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Toni Carver, Heritage
Academy, and Linda Montgomery and Josh Jensen, representing the South Central Public Health
District.
Josh Jensen reported the number of coronavirus cases in Jerome County was still decreasing,
with the risk factor of contracting the virus minimal. He said there were no outbreaks in longterm care facilities and that hospitals were not overcrowded. He added there were a few cases of
a variant strain within Idaho, but none in the local Health District.
Jensen said the goal of the Health District is that more people receive vaccinations, saying that
essential workers were now eligible to be vaccinated. He stated Jerome County residents had
received 3,000 doses and that 20,000 persons within the Health District were fully vaccinated.
Jensen said the coronavirus vaccine would give a person 95 percent protection from severe
symptoms but that he did not know how long the vaccine would be effective.
Jensen cautioned to continue to wear masks and to practice social distancing.
ANDREA WIESENMEYER AND GARY WARR––FAIR MAINTENANCE POSITION
Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer was present.
Andrea Wiesenmeyer told the Board improvements were being made to the Messersmith
Building, in anticipation of the Jerome High School prom to be held there.
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Wiesenmeyer stated the person offered the open maintenance position had declined to accept the
employment. The Board discussed the maintenance salary range and agreed on a starting wage of
$20 an hour.
Wiesenmeyer said sharing the airport maintenance employee was difficult because he had been
busy at the airport.
Fair Board Chairman Gary Warr was present.
Wiesenmeyer said she said she would like the airport employee for four hours a day two days a
week. Gary Warr said the Fairgrounds could keep an employee busy as many hours as it would
be possible for him not to be working at the Airport. The Commissioners said they would
arrange for the airport employee to work at the Fairgrounds four hours a day two days a week.
 Commissioner Howell suggested that Wiesenmeyer check with temporary agencies for
possible employees.
NANCY MARSHALL––PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION APPLICATION
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler were present.
Also present was Becky Dean.
Nancy Marshall said Becky Dean had submitted an application to serve on the Planning and
Zoning Commission.
Commissioner Howell asked Dean why she would like to serve on the Commission. She said that
the right to farm is strong in her mind and that she would like to protect it. She added that she
wanted to be part of planning and to take advantage of County resources. When asked how she
takes criticism, Dean said zoning decisions would be made as a group and that concerns would
need to be taken to the group.
Dean said she had retired and would now like to re-engage.
Commissioner Crozier believed that Dean would be a good fit for the P&Z Commission because
of her professional manner.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to appoint Becky Dean to the Planning
and Zoning Commission from January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2026. It was seconded,
followed by discussion, and carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 12:03 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:16 P.M.
AIRPORT BOARD APPOINTMENT
The Board discussed an application from Tom Peters to serve on the Airport Advisory Board.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to appoint Tom Peters to the Airport
Board, the term to be based upon new bylaws. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MICHELLE EMERSON––PUBLIC DEFENDER CONTRACTS/WORK GROUP
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Michelle Emerson reminded the Board that contracts to hire public defenders would expire
September 30. She said the Board would need to decide whether to sign new contracts or
whether to employ public defenders in house.
Emerson said she would like to establish a work group consisting of the current contractual
public defenders, a Commissioner, and a judge and to have outside counsel negotiate contracts.
 The Board agreed to Emerson establishing a committee.
AWARD CONTRACT FOR JEROME AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
Present was Airport Manager Tim Larson. Also present was Neal Fraser, JUB Engineers.
Commissioner Crouch said an impartial engineer had ranked three companies that had submitted
bids to update the Jerome Airport Master Plan and that he had graded JUB Engineers the highest.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow the recommendation of the
engineering consultant to update the Jerome Airport Master Plan. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Neal Fraser stated the next step would be to develop a scope of work, to be approved by the
Federal Aviation Administration and the Commissioners, followed by a cost submitted by JUB.
He said the Commissioners should then hire an independent firm to estimate the cost of the
project, which should be within ten percent of the JUB figure.
 Commissioner Howell asked Fraser to work with the Airport Advisory Board members to
develop a scope of work. He said he would prepare a draft for the members to consider.
DISCUSSION––CHANGES TO IDAHO COMMUNITIES AND METROPOLITAN
STATISTICAL AREA DESCRIPTION
Commissioner Crouch read information from the executive director of the Jerome Chamber of
Commerce asking the Commissioners to support maintaining the 50,000 population for cities to
qualify as Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSA), rather than raising it to 100,000 as
recommended by the Metropolitan and Micropolitan Statistical Area Standards Review
Committee.
The Commissioners signed letters to US Senators Risch and Crapo as well as to Representative
Simpson asking that they express support of the 50,000 threshold to the Office of Management
and Budget in order for the local area to have more access to federal funding.
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MEGAN TALBOT––PROPERTY TAX PAYMENT
Megan Talbot was present.
Megan Talbot told the Board she was confused about her property assessments and tax bills and
asked if the Commissioners could adjust her tax bill due on March 22. She explained that her
confusion began when she received land and property assessments separately. She said she had
paid taxes due on her land in December and later had received an assessment notice for her
house.
Talbot stated when she later received her tax bill, she was confused and spoke with the assessor’s
office numerous times. She said the assessor’s office decreased her assessment after she had
submitted an independent appraisal.
Commissioner Howell explained that the Commissioners could not adjust values except during a
set period of time but that they could change the amount of taxes due if the assessor’s office had
made a mistake.
 The Commissioners requested that Talbot address the Board again on March 22.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 3:25 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
3:40 P.M. – Return to open session.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the contract as discussed in
executive session and on the advice of legal counsel. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the chair to talk with an
employee of the Jerome County commissioners as discussed in executive session. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Agenda Action Items: Seib advised that the Commissioners could change an agenda item to an
action item if time were of the essence.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of March 8 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

Monday, March 15, 2021
Page 7 of 8

INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
2021-004 and 2021-005.
Meeting adjourned at 4:31 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

Monday, March 15, 2021
Page 8 of 8

