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JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, March 1, 2021

PRESENT:  Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

Meeting convened at 9 A.M.

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had listened to a Crisis Center meeting and had visited the
Fairgrounds with an applicant for the open maintenance position.

Commissioner Howell reported from a Middle Snake Resource Conservation and Development
(RC&D) council meeting that the council was not able to open the boat check stations timely
because of a needed Memorandum of Understanding with the Idaho Department of Parks and
Recreation. He said he had learned about the importance of honeybee plots and suggested that
the County plant a plot at the Fairgrounds.

Commissioner Howell had also met with Twin Falls County Commissioner Brent Reinke about
the third bridge crossing and said the State would put it on its 20-year plan.

Commissioners Crouch and Crozier had listened to an Idaho Association of Counties District IV
meeting, and Commissioner Crouch had fielded some phone calls regarding the County. 

SIGN CIVIL MATTERS ENGINEERING CONTRACT
The Board was in receipt of a contract that had been reviewed by its legal counsel and requested
by the County building official on February 8.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the contract with Civil Matters
Engineering to assist the Planning and Zoning building department with True West Beef and
Traveler’s Oasis projects. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

DISCUSS REQUESTS FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR AIRPORT MASTER PLAN
The Commissioners discussed briefly the three RFQs (Requests for Qualifications) from
engineers that they had received on February 8 to update the Jerome Airport Master Plan.

 They determined to consult an engineer to help evaluate the qualifications before the
March 22 deadline.

SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the February 24, 2021, to March 1, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 26, 2021, for the Indigent Fund,
with a grand total of $1,072.75.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 26, 2021, with a grand total of
$35,284.02 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Revaluation, Court Trust-
Odyssey, and Court Bond Trust.

APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board approved Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall,
Christine McGuire, and Mario Umana.

BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones (6), and Mario Umana.

The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 25, 2021, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $1,819.33.

The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Andrea Wiesenmeyer as the Fair
manager.

OLD BUSINESS
The Commissioners followed up on estimates presented by the maintenance supervisor on
February 22 to upgrade the Messersmith Building at the Fairgrounds.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve and follow Brent Culbertson’s
plan of $21,000 for capital improvements to the Messersmith Building. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.

STEVE HINES



Monday, March 1, 2021
Page 4 of 18

Tracy Perkins explained to the Commissioners that the assessor’s office should have valued the
occupancy rate of a property at 25 percent rather than 75 percent, which would have reduced the
taxes owed by Brian and Brenda Walker. The Board was in receipt of a Notice of Cancellation
for signature and a Supplemental Tax Statement from the treasurer’s office.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to cancel the tax valuation on the Brian
and Brenda Walker property, to be valued at $59,080 instead of $177,250 due to a calculation
error. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

HEALTH DISTRICT
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WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established a Sheriff Budget within the established Justice
Fund; and,

WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established a General Budget within the established Justice
Fund; and,

WHEREAS, Jerome County has been awarded grant funds in the amount of $39,270.07 (Auditor’s Certificate
#2021-978 ($16,556.22) #2021-713($7,759.26) #2021-630($9,101.63) #2021-411($5,852.96)) for – PFS Activities
and Interdiction Patrol; and,

WHEREAS, the grant funds of $39,270.07 should be inserted into the Sheriff Budget and the General Budget within
the Justice Fund in Line Item(s) 08-04-406-07 entitled “Wages-Drug Patrol” and 08-18-410-00 entitled
“Retirement” and 08-18-411-00 entitled “Social Security” for FY 2020-2021 to reimburse actual expenditures; and,

WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if the grant funds are inserted into the FY 2020-2021 Sheriff Budget
and General Budget within the Justice Fund; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the grant funds be inserted into the Sheriff Budget and the General Budget
within the Justice Fund as follows:

Insert $32,918.95 into the Sheriff Budget within the Justice Fund in Line Item 08-04-406-07 entitled
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WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if the reimbursement funds are inserted into the FY 2020-2021
Election Consolidation Fund; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the reimbursement funds be inserted into the Election Consolidation Fund
as follows:

Insert $11,104.00 into the Election Consolidation Fund in Line Item 15-00-717-14 entitled
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ATTEST: /s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, Chair

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk /s/ Charles M. Howell

CHARLES M. HOWELL, Commissioner
( S E A L )

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-6
FY 2020-2021

TRANSFER FUNDS FROM DISTRICT COURT 
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WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established a Juvenile Budget within the established Justice
Fund; and,

WHEREAS, Jerome County has an unexpended balance from FY 2019-2020 of $13,134.00 in Tobacco Funds from
the State of Idaho, and,

WHEREAS, these funds in the amount of $13,134.00 should be inserted into the Juvenile Budget Line Item 08-09-
761-02 entitled “Detention Alternatives-TT” for FY 2020-2021 to reimburse expenditures; and,

WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if these funds are carried forward from FY 2019-2020 and inserted into
the FY 2020-2021 Juvenile Budget within the Justice Fund; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that these funds be carried forward and inserted into the Juvenile Budget within
the Justice Fund as follows:

Insert $13,134.00 into the Juvenile Budget within the Justice Fund in Line Item 08-09-761-02 entitled



Monday, March 1, 2021
Page 9 of 18

DATED This 1st day of March 2021

ATTEST: /s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, Chair

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk /s/ Charles M. Howell

CHARLES M. HOWELL, Commissioner
( S E A L )

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-9
FY 2020-2021

INSERT REIMBURSMENT FUNDS 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-10
FY 2020-2021

INSERT GRANT FUNDS
GRANT #3-16-0020-020-2018

AIRPORT FUND

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Jerome County, Idaho, (Board) is empowered to manage the
finances of Jerome County, Idaho; and,

WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established an Airport Fund; and,

WHEREAS, Jerome County has been awarded grant funds in the amount of $10,217.76 (Auditor’s Certificate
#2021-475) for Federal Airport Grant funds (Grant #3-16-0020-020); and,

WHEREAS, the grant funds of $10,217.76 should be inserted into the Airport Fund in Line Item 03-00-760-08
entitled “GRANT-FED/ ‘20” for FY 2020-2021; and,

WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if the grant funds are inserted into the FY 2020-2021 Airport Fund;
and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the grant funds be inserted into the Airport Fund as follows:

Insert $10,217.76 into the Airport Fund in Line Item 03-00-760-08 entitled 



Monday, March 1, 2021
Page 11 of 18

WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if the reimbursement funds are inserted into the FY 2020-2021 Justice
Fund Sheriff’s Budget; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the reimbursement funds be inserted into the Justice Fund Sheriff’s Budget
as follows:

Insert $11,472.87 into the Justice Fund Sheriff
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ATTEST: /s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, Chair

/s/ Michelle Emerson
Michelle Emerson, Clerk /s/ Charles M. Howell

CHARLES M. HOWELL, Commissioner
( S E A L )

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-13
FY 2020-2021

INSERT REIMBURSMENT FUNDS 
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/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, Commissioner

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-14
FY 2020-2021

INSERT GRANT FUNDS 
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WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established a Sheriff Budget within the established Justice
Fund; and,

WHEREAS, the Jerome County Commissioners have established a General Budget within the established Justice
Fund; and,

WHEREAS, Jerome County has been awarded grant funds in the amount of $1,991.50 (Auditor’s Certificate #2021-
874) for – Thanksgiving Seat Belt Mobilization; and,

WHEREAS, the grant funds of $1,991.50 should be inserted into the Sheriff Budget and the General Budget within
the Justice Fund in Line Items 08-04-406-05 entitled “Wages-ITD Emphasis Patrol” and 08-18-410-00 entitled
“Retirement” and 08-18-411-00 entitled “Social Security” for FY 2020-2021 to reimburse actual expenditures; and,

WHEREAS, tax revenue will not be affected if the grant funds are inserted into the FY 2020-2021 Sheriff Budget
and General Budget within the Justice Fund; and,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the grant funds be inserted into the Sheriff Budget and the General Budget
within the Justice Fund as follows:

Insert $1,632.38 into the Sheriff Budget within the Justice Fund in Line Item 08-04-406-05 entitled
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Sign Contract for Karpal Solutions: Seib presented a contract with Karpal Solutions to
purchase software for the prosecutor’s office as approved in the FY 2020-21 budget.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the contract with Karpal
Solutions for case management assistance as reviewed and recommended by the prosecutor’s
office and to authorize the chair to sign it electronically. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.

Sanctuary County: Seib advised that the County could adopt a resolution declaring it a
sanctuary county with the caveat of considering what the Board would like to accomplish and its
response to the declaration. The Board discussed adopting such a resolution and its possible
ramifications and determined to address the matter again on March 8.

Project Fiber: Seib counseled about a company seeking a tax abatement if locating in Jerome
County to manufacture insulation from hemp. He said Idaho statute addresses the possession of
hemp and that there is pending Idaho legislation about transporting hemp through the State.

Commissioner Howell asked if the Commissioners could approve a tax abatement for the
company with conditions. Seib said a possible condition could be to “proceed at your own risk.”

Airport Lease Agreements for Mark Doerr and Ted Lingard: Seib stated he had made
corrections to one Jerome Airport lease and had returned it to the airport manager.

The County had been unable to locate an updated airport lease for Charles Schabacker and
determined to sign a new one.

 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the reissue of an airport lease for
Chuck Schabacker as recommended by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

Letter Regarding Recreation Zone: Seib spoke to the Commissioners about a letter from the
Wright Brothers Law Office regarding amending the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance with a
Recreation Zone and rezoning Devil’s Corral property and asking for setting a time for public
comment no later than March 11.

 Seib said he had told the attorney writing the letter how his client could proceed with
rezoning his property but that he would send a letter to the law firm expressing the County’s
interpretation of the process in creating a Recreation Zone.

MATTHEW MEAD AND CONNIE STOPHER
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Commissioners the company buys hemp fiber and manufactures it into insulating mats, which
are sold across the United States.

Mead stated his company would lease space at Northbridge Junction on Highway 93 near the
Crossroads Business Center and would invest $3.5 million to acquire manufacturing equipment.

The Commissioners asked Mead questions about his business, including the transporting of
hemp. Mead said his manufacturing process uses only the stalks of the hemp plant, which are
excluded from Idaho law regarding hemp.

Commissioner Crouch asked why Hempitecture uses hemp, and Mead cited reasons as a short
three-month growth cycle, the mass per acre being higher than other fiber crops, and less water
and fewer chemicals needed for growth. He added that the end product has versatile uses.

Commissioner Crouch questioned the amount of tax break requested, and Mead asked for
leniency over five years because of the investment cost.

Connie Stopher interjected that other locations could offer property without charge but that a tax
abatement would be a good incentive from Jerome County. She said the company would have a
low impact on the environment, citing minimal waste water and manufacturing noise.

Commissioner Crouch asked why the company wanted to locate in Jerome County, and Mead
said factors included both the proximity to the Interstate and to his residence.

Commissioner Crozier asked about uses for the rest of the hemp plant. Mead said there are many
uses for hemp products and that they are fireproof. He added that every state except Idaho allows
the growth of industrial hemp.

 It was determined that the Commissioners would ask the treasurer for an estimated
amount of lost tax revenue with a 100 percent tax abatement and would decide regarding the
application on March 8.

NANCY MARSHALL
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WHEREAS, Idaho Code Section 67-6529 (E) provides for the Board of County Commissioners to submit a
request to the Department of Agriculture for a suitability determination by a site advisory team for the following
proposed Livestock Confinement Operation (LCO) or CAFO; and,

WHEREAS, Jerome County defines CAFO as a Livestock Confinement Operation (LCO) LIVESTOCK
CONFINEMENT OPERATION (LCO) as follows: An animal operation functioning within a defined, contiguous
area of land that is typically larger than the Animal Confinement Site, but in no event smaller, and where the animal
unit to total land ratio is greater than two (2) units per one (1) acre, or seventy-five (75) units per parcel, and where
livestock are fed, maintained, and confined forty-five (45) days or more within a twelve (12) month period; and

WHEREAS, Jerome County is submitting a request from Cody Morgan of Crestview Calves #3, 756 South
2800 East, Hazelton, Idaho, 83335, for a Livestock Confinement Operation consisting of 320.00 acres with a total of
3,200 animal units, located at approximately 2825 East 700 South, Hazelton, Idaho, in Sections 23 and 24 of
Township 09 South, Range 21 EBM.

THEREFORE, be it resolved the Board of County Commissioners requests the Department of Agriculture
to have a site advisory team perform a suitability determination on the above proposed facility.

DATED THIS 1st day of March 2021

ATTEST: /s/ A. Ben Crouch
A. BEN CROUCH, CHAIRMAN

/s/ Michelle Emerson
MICHELLE EMERSON, CLERK /s/ Charles M. Howell

CHARLES M. HOWELL, COMMISSIONER
( S E A L )

/s/ John Crozier
JOHN CROZIER, COMMISSIONER

JEFF McCURDY
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McGuire had recruited a new volunteer for the Board of Community Guardians and had attended
three formal and informal Guardian meetings. She had also met with the State veterans service
representative.

Commissioner Crozier inquired about the number of weekly hours McGuire works. She said she
is allowed 24 and had missed some veterans meetings in order not to exceed her hours.

READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the minutes of February 8 and

February 22 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.

INDIGENT MATTERS
There were no indigent matters to come before the Board.

Meeting adjourned at 4:15 P.M.

Respectively submitted:

______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman

________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk

______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner




