JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 26, 2018
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Catherine Roemer, Vice Chairman
Roger Morley, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER COMMITTEE REPORTS
Commissioner Morley reported he had prepared a new draft of the bylaws for the Snake River
Canyons Park Board for consideration by that board. He was also pleased with the Fair
Appreciation Dinner.
Commissioner Roemer said the open house held by the transportation department regarding a
new South Jerome interchange was helpful and that the feedback had been positive. She had also
heard an update on the boat check stations at a Mid-Snake Resource Conservation and
Development meeting and had attended the Fair dinner.
Commissioner Howell said the information at the open house regarding the new interchange was
not different from the presentation made to the Commissioners on January 11. He had also
attended the Fair dinner.
Attorney Mike Seib was present and called for an executive session.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
 9:16 A.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(d) to discuss privileged communication in an attorney-client memo. It was
seconded and carried with a unanimous roll call vote.
9:43 A.M. - Return to open session.
PROCLAMATION––NATIONAL SERVICE RECOGNITION DAY
The Board was in receipt of an e-mail from the federal Corporation for National and Community
Service requesting that the County recognize the important contributions of national service in
Jerome County.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to accept Proclamation 2018-1. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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PROCLAMATION 2018-1
WHEREAS, service to others is a hallmark of the American character; and
WHEREAS, the nation’s counties are increasingly turning to national service and volunteers as a costeffective strategy to meet their needs; and
WHEREAS, AmeriCorps and Senior Corps participants address the most pressing challenges facing
communities, from educating students for the jobs of the 21st century to fighting the opioid epidemic, to responding
to natural disasters, to supporting veterans and military families; and
WHEREAS, national service expands economic opportunity by creating more sustainable resilient
communities and providing education, career skills, and leadership abilities for those who serve; and
WHEREAS, AmeriCorps and Senior Corps participants serve in more than 50,000 locations across the
country and bolster the civic, neighborhood, and faith-based organizations that are so vital to the nation’s economic
and social well-being; and
WHEREAS, national service participants increase the impact of the organizations they serve, both through
their direct service and by managing millions of additional volunteers; and
WHEREAS, national service represents a unique public-private partnership that invests in community
solutions and also leverages non-federal resources to strengthen community impact and increase the return on
taxpayer dollars; and
WHEREAS, national service participants demonstrate commitment, dedication, and patriotism by making
an intensive commitment to service––a commitment that remains with them in their future endeavors; and
WHEREAS, the Corporation for National and Community Service shares a priority with local leaders
nationwide to engage citizens, improve lives, and strengthen communities and is joining with the National League of
Cities, the National Association of Counties, Cities of Service, and local leaders across the country for National
Service Recognition Day on April 3, 2018.
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Jerome County Commissioners do hereby proclaim April 3,
2018, as NATIONAL SERVICE RECOGNITION DAY to encourage residents to recognize the positive impact of
national service in their communities, to thank those who serve, and to find ways to give back to their communities.
/s/ Charles M. Howell
Charles M. Howell, Chairman

/s/ Catherine M. Roemer
Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner

/s/ Roger M. Morley
Roger M. Morley, Commissioner

ART BROWN––FURNITURE PURCHASE
Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown and P&Z Assistant Administrator Nancy
Marshall were present.
Brown told the Commissioners he had located two desks he would like for the new offices of the
Planning and Zoning Department. He said the Idaho State Correctional Institution had made
them and would deliver and set them up without additional charges.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to purchase two desks from the Idaho
correctional institution for $2400. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the February 14, 2018, to February 27, 2018, claim
cycle as follows.
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CONFERENCE ROOM FOR MARCH 5
The Commissioners agreed to meet in the Jack Nelsen Conference Room in the Courthouse from
10 A.M. until 11 A.M. on March 5 to hear a PowerPoint presentation from a member of the Twin
Falls County Historic Preservation Commission.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Retail Alcoholic Beverage License for Walmart dba Walmart #2831,
Jerome.
The Board signed four Catering Permits for South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be used March 3,
2018, from 2 P.M.-1 A.M.; March 16, 2018, from 12 P.M.-1 A.M.; March 17, 2018, from 12 P.M.-1 A.M.;
and March 24, 2018, from 12 P.M.-1 A.M., all at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed two Time Clock Correction forms for Cody Cantrell.
The Board signed a Personnel Action Form for Darwin Lee Lenker as a newly hired deputy
sheriff, effective February 21, 2018.
The Board signed a Personnel Action Form for Matthew Spencer for a salary increase, effective
February 24, 2018.
The Board signed a leave request for Deserae Jones.
The Board signed a Payroll Claims Approval By Fund with a total of $106,776.15 and a Direct
Deposit Detail with a total of $106,628.23, both dated February 22, 2018, for the February 23
payroll.
CODY CANTRELL––VETERANS REPORT
Veterans Service Officer Cody Cantrell was present.
Cantrell expanded on his monthly report of activities. He had serviced 30 veterans and/or
dependents and had conferred with the Idaho Department of Veterans Services representative
five times. He said the previous had month included several pension reviews and burial benefits.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present. Also present was Renee Waite,
District Liaison for the Department of Juvenile Corrections.
Umana gave the Board statistics that showed 88 juveniles on probation and $1,147.50 in fees
collected January 20, 2018, through February 23, 2018.
Commissioner Morley asked if there were anything the Department of Juvenile Corrections
could do to help collect probation fees. Waite said some counties hire bill collectors, and Umana
added that many probationers had a difficult time affording to pay their fees.
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Waite presented bar graphs and statistics for the 2017 Annual Juvenile Justice Report for Jerome
County, District 5, and the State of Idaho. She said it was notable that arrests, filings, and
recidivism had decreased in Jerome County.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Jones reported that risk assessments could be purchased at $5 each rather than $10 if purchasing
200 or more.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to authorize the purchase of 200 Level of
Service Inventory––Revised Risk Assessments as requested by the misdemeanor probation
department. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Jones presented statistics for January, which showed 362 persons on probation and a total of
$5,770 in fees collected. She had attended a probation administrator meeting and reported that
payment from the State to the County was now at a higher priority level. She added that her
department would participate in a yearly defense tactics training.
LARRY HALL––PROPOSED JEROME COUNTY HOUSING SUMMIT
Jerome 20/20 Executive Director Larry Hall was present.
Hall proposed a Housing Summit to promote new residential construction throughout Jerome
County. He said several realtors had verified that there is a lack of low to moderately priced
housing available within the County. Hall explained the owners of some platted subdivisions are
waiting for a better market before completing their requirements and that there are no incentives
for builders.
Hall presented paperwork including housing statistics and a mock flyer announcing that the
Summit would include a builder/investor workshop, financing and loan panels, and land
identification by the County planning and zoning department.
Commissioner Morley said there was a need for immediate housing and suggested apartment
houses, but Hall believed ownership would be more beneficial to the County and said investors
were not interested in building multi-family units.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Roemer to support the Build Jerome Housing
Summit as proposed by Larry Hall. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
FINANCES FOR FAIRGROUNDS PROPERTY PURCHASE
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Emerson followed up from the Commissioners’ discussion on February 12 about purchasing
additional property for the Fairgrounds. She questioned from what budget line(s) to take the
necessary funds.
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The Board agreed to use the contingency line in the General Fund because it could be used for
emergencies or unforeseen circumstances.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to take the County’s 70 percent share for
the Fairgrounds property purchase from the General Contingency Fund. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Meeting recessed at 11:48 A.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
ART BROWN AND MIKE SEIB
Planning and Zoning Administrator Art Brown, Assistant P&Z Administrator Nancy Marshall,
and Attorney Mike Seib were present.
Part-time Employee Request: Brown requested to fill his open code enforcement position with
a part-time employee who would perform both code enforcement and data entry responsibilities.
He and Marshall explained how document scanning had required more data entry hours from his
office staff.
 The Board determined for Brown to write a job description and pursue hiring a part-time
employee.
Discussion of Eden Area of City Impact: Present were John Lothspeich, attorney for
landowner Mike Standlee; Ben Crouch, the North Side Journal; and landowners Jana Sellers,
Rocky Hagan, Ralph Shawver, Arthur Henry, and Randall Grant.
The Commissioners followed up from attending an Eden City Council meeting on January 30.
Commissioner Howell said he appreciated the desires of the City, but he questioned how to meet
them because he did not agree with the large area of impact the City had requested.
Commissioner Roemer commented that it was the desire of the City Council to have authority
over the impact area. Brown stated a city could not govern in its area of impact but could submit
comments to the county commissioners. Marshall added that a city could determine land uses in
the land use charts, to which Brown said the city had already addressed.
Brown and Marshall said city and county officials still need to work together to create a map to
take to a hearing where the public could comment.
Lothspeich requested that the Board set a public hearing without another workshop, but the
Commissioners perceived a need to work with the City before a hearing.
Sellers said Eden citizens were confused at why the city and county had not agreed and about
what could or could not happen. She asked why Map 1 was presented as an option if it could not
be used.
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 It was determined the Planning and Zoning Office would draft a letter from the
Commissioners to the Eden City Council requesting Council members to attend a Commissioner
meeting in which public comment would not be accepted.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 2:34 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74(206)(1)(a), hiring an employee. It was seconded and carried with a unanimous
roll call vote.
3:05 P.M. - Return to open session.
CHARLES WIEGARD––SHERIFF APPOINTMENT
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Also present was Charles Wiegard.
Wiegard said he had talked with local law enforcement officials, including some in Twin Falls
and Gooding Counties, about filling the sheriff vacancy in Jerome County, and he encouraged
the Commissioners to do the same.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
 3:14 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to go into executive session per
Idaho Code Section 74(206)(1)(a), hiring an employee. It was seconded and carried with a
unanimous roll call vote.
3:24 P.M. - Return to open session.
TEVIAN EKREN-KOBER––WAIVER OF PENALTIES AND INTEREST
Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober and Assessor Rick Haberman were present. Also present were
Charles Wiegard and Ben Crouch.
Ekren-Kober said Farm Country Sales had requested waiver of late charge, interest, and fees on a
mobile home because the company had not received a bill for the trailer. She explained that the
company had registered the trailer in Cassia County, which did not send the registration to the
Jerome County treasurer so her office could bill for the taxes. Ekren-Kober said her office had
sent the bill to the previous owner of the trailer.
Commissioner Morley verified with Ekren-Kober that she had made corrections so Farm
Country Sales would receive its bill in the future.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to waive the late charge, interest, and
sheriff and treasurer fees for Farm Country Sales and to accept the original tax amount of
$212.96 for Parcel No. MH1020E019490A. It was seconded, followed by discussion, and carried
with Commissioners Morley and Roemer voting aye and Commissioner Howell voting nay.
Haberman requested that the Board waive the taxes on a mobile home because his office had
inadvertently entered the home on the record twice.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to cancel taxes for Albizu Guillermo
Mireles, Parcel No. MH0916E253100B, based on his mobile home’s assessed value of $40,560
and a late charge, interest, and sheriff and treasurer fees.
SCOTT JACKSON––AIRPORT BUSINESS REQUEST
Scott was not present.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present. Airports Manager Garth Baker, Attorney Mike Seib,
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, and Election Specialist Cy Lootens were present.
Airport Lease Agreement with Precision Aviation: Present were Mark and John Doerr,
Precision Aviation; Gayland Edwards and Gary Oliver, Jerome Airport Advisory Board; and
Joan Davies.
Mark Doerr said he would agree that Precision Aviation purchase fuel from Jerome County to
sell from his company’s fuel truck. Pilots could then choose self-serve fuel from the County or
fuel at a higher price from the truck.
Doerr said he would prefer the County signing both the fuel agreement and the ground lease at
the same time.
 Signing both leases was added to the March 5 agenda.
Sheriff Appointment: Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Election Specialist Cy
Lootens, and Deputy Sheriff George Oppedyk were present. Also present was Charles Wiegard.
Seib advised to hold a sheriff election in November of 2018 because that would be the next
election after the present sheriff’s resignation effective February 28.
Emerson and Lootens presented interpretations from the office of the Idaho Secretary of State
advising that an appointment from the county commissioners to fill the sheriff vacancy would
run until the 2020 election.
 The Board determined to follow the latter interpretation of Idaho Code.
Shooting Ordinance Discussion: Seib presented a draft ordinance limiting shooting in the
Snake River Canyons Park. He advised that the Park Managing Board should determine an area,
with coordinates, where shooting would be allowed rather than apply for a patent for ground
from the Bureau of Land Management.
The Board discussed how to designate the shooting area and what to include in the ordinance.
 It was determined that Commissioner Morley would present the draft ordinance to the
Park Managing Board.
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Written Decision for Height Variance (recorded): The Board signed a Memorandum Decision
written by its legal counsel approving an amateur radio antenna, following its February 20
hearing on the matter.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to sign the Memorandum of Decision in
the matter of an application for a variance brought by Anne Armbrust. It was seconded and
carried with unanimous ayes.
Copier Lease for the Sheriff’s Department: Seib had reviewed a contract with Business Techs
for a Toshiba copier, as approved by the Board on February 20, and advised that the sheriff’s
department should sign it.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize the sheriff’s department to
sign the lease with Business Techs for a copier, Toshiba e-STUDIO 5506ACT color MFP. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the minutes of February 20,
February 12, January 2, and December 20 as read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Morley to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 21, 2018, for the Indigent Fund,
with a total of $37,796.94.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 23, 2018, for the Indigent Fund,
with a total of $43,184.41.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 23, 2018, with a grand total of
$84,595.07 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
Ambulance, Waterways, and Drug Trust.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve indigent matters as presented.
It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos. 1718-038; 1718-032;
and 1718-031.
Meeting adjourned at 4:48 P.M.-

Monday, February 26, 2018
Page 9 of 10

Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
Catherine M. Roemer, Commissioner

______________________________
Roger M. Morley, Commissioner
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