JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 25, 2019
PRESENT: Charles Howell, Chairman
Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman
John Crozier, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier had attended a South Central Community Action Partnership meeting,
which included orientation for new board members. He had also consulted the County’s liability
insurance carrier (ICRMP) about deputies working for another agency in their off-duty hours.
Commissioner Howell had consulted a Twin Falls County commissioner, who said the City of
Twin Falls had a procedure for its deputies working for another agency.
Commissioner Crozier asked the Board about commenting on upcoming Idaho Legislature
considerations, and the Board determined to communicate to its legislators as individuals or as a
Board on weightier matters.
Commissioner Crouch said there was not a quorum at the Republican Central Committee
meeting but that members had talked about making Lincoln Day plans for Jerome County. He
had also attended the Jerome Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours at Diamondz Event
Center.
Commissioner Howell reported he had apprised the Snake River Canyons Park Managing Board
about advice from the County’s liability insurance carrier regarding shooting in the Park. The
Commissioners were to reach a representative from ICRMP by phone later in the day so the
Board could hear his counsel.
Commissioner Howell stated from a Mid-Snake Resource Conservation and Development
(RC&D) meeting that the organization was rewriting its bylaws and developing an application
for funding requests. He had also attended Business After Hours.
Commissioner Howell said Idaho’s Congressional representatives had honored former Idaho
Representative Maxine Bell by entering her 30 years of valuable service in the Idaho Legislature
into the Congressional Record.
All three Commissioners had attended the Fair Appreciation Dinner, which they reported had
been well attended.
SIGN CLAIMS
Commissioner Howell signed claims for the February 13, 2019, through February 26, 2019,
claim cycle as follows.
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NANCY MARSHALL––BUILDING DEPARTMENT COMPUTER PURCHASE
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Building Official Rick Kirsch were
present.
Nancy Marshall asked that the Planning and Zoning Department receive new computers soon.
She explained that her office needed them to run new software the office had received several
months ago.
 Commissioner Howell said he would speak with the auditor’s office about her request.
DISCUSS––MEET WITH TWIN FALLS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
The Commissioners agreed to meet with the Twin Falls County Commissioners on Tuesday,
March 5, 2109, at 10 A.M. in Twin Falls regarding the possibility of an addition to the Jerome
County jail.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed two Catering Permits for Soran Restaurant, Twin Falls, one to be used April
10, 2019, from 4-10 P.M., and the other to be used August 31, 2019, from 4-12 P.M., both at Moss
Greenhouse.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change for Joel Sedlmayr as a newly hired part-time
detention deputy sheriff.
The Board signed a leave request for Mario Umana.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $119,036.93 and a Payroll Claims
Approval by Fund with a grand total of $295,242.98, both dated February 20, 2019, for the
February 3, 2019, through February 16, 2019, payroll period.
MARIO UMANA AND RENEE WAITE––JUVENILE PROBATION MATTERS
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present. Also present was Renee Waite,
funding coordinator for the Idaho Department of Juvenile Corrections, District 5.
Juvenile Justice Budget: Renee Waite reviewed with the Commissioners the 2018 Annual
Juvenile Justice Reports for both District 5 and Jerome County, which included graphs and
statistics.
Waite stated the statistics showed that probation is successful. She said there has been emphasis
on diverting juveniles from the justice system.
Waite was excused.
Report: Mario Umana told the Board he was pleased with the annual reports. He said offenses
had increased but that arrests had decreased, with problems resolved without going through
court.
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Statistics from January 27, 2019, through February 24, 2019, in the County juvenile probation
office showed 63 juveniles on probation and a total of $1,692.50 in fees paid. Umana requested
that three probation officers attend an upcoming training.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to authorize Mario Umana to fund three
positions to attend the Youth Prevention Conference April 18-19. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION MATTERS
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Report: Deserae Jones stated her long-awaited meeting with the magistrate judges regarding the
results of unsupervised probation would be that day. January statistics from her office showed
427 adults on probation (up from 349 in December) and a total of $8,083.92 in fees collected (up
from $5,855.66 in December). She explained that most cases closed as “unsuccessful” were
because probationers had not paid all fees owed.
Report of Outstanding Fees: Jones had included in her data the amount of fees assessed for
both supervision and drug testing as well as the amount of fees collected, as requested by the
Board in January.
TERRY RUBY––QUARTERLY WEED DISTRICT REPORT
Tri-County Noxious Weed District Superintendent Terry Ruby was present.
Terry Ruby presented written information about the weed district, which included its history,
administration, funding, equipment/personnel, enforcement, duties, and contact information. He
told the Board he hires three full-time seasonal workers from mid-April to mid-November. He
reported he would be meeting with a new vegetation manager for the Union Pacific Railroad to
discuss a contract for the weed district to control weeds along railroad right-of-ways.
Ruby told the Board he had attended a weed conference that focused on weed resistance, which
means that some chemicals are no longer effective on certain weeds. Ruby said he would present
chemical recommendations to the Northside Transportation Committee. He also said he was
seeking recommendations for chemical use at the Jerome Airport and would investigate the
possibility of an aerial application, saying he would bring the Board that information in March.
Ruby informed the Commissioners of the bio-control program, which is required by the State to
introduce insects on certain weed infestations. He said he had confirmation that the bugs had
been successful in killing weeds.
Ruby reported the landowners who had complained to the Commissioners about noxious weeds
on their neighbor’s property had called the State superintendent, who had told Ruby the Idaho
Department of Agriculture would probably not overrule a county weed supervisor.
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CODY CANTRELL––VETERANS SERVICES REPORT
Veterans Service Officer Cody Cantrell was present.
Cody Cantrell presented a written recap of his services from January 28, 2019, through February
25, 2019. He read from his report, saying that the previous month had been busy. He had
received 27 office visits and had made three home visits as well as had met with the Idaho
Department of Veterans Services representative three times.
Commissioner Howell followed up on Cantrell’s search for full-time employment and asked for
a month’s notification if possible if he found other work.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present. Also present were Guillermo Garcia,
Jerome Police Department; McCall Stouffer, Jerome High School; Kami Elorrieta, school
counselor; and Ryan Evans, assistant principal.
Tanya Stitt reported that her office did not receive a school safety grant for which she had
applied, so the money budgeted for a grant match would be available for a safety measure
approved by the Board on February 25.
Officer Garcia requested that the $4500 approved by the Commissioners for the Stop the Bleed
program be paid to the school district, and it was determined that Stitt would coordinate the
disbursement.
 The Board asked Stitt to pursue bulk pricing and include County offices to receive Stop
the Bleed kits.
Officer Garcia, McCall Stouffer, Kami Elorrieta, and Ryan Evans were excused.
Stitt told the Board of the need to service a generator at the Jerome Airport. She said she would
add future services to the contract to service all County generators.
Stitt asked that the Commissioners approve hiring an additional full-time employee in her office,
stating that the addition of a part-time position was in the FY 2018-19 budget.
 The Board asked Stitt to investigate hiring a current County employee.
The Board agreed to Stitt’s request to bring a presenter to Jerome to train school personnel and
first responders on an active shooter incident.
Stitt requested that all three Commissioners, as well as the County Clerk, attend an exercise on
Friday, April 19, to teach the process of a disaster declaration. It was determined that Stitt would
set a class for elected officials on Tuesday, May 7, on the Incident Command System (ICS),
which is the structure used during an event.
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Stitt told the Board there would be an Incident Action Planning event on April 23 and a Full
Scale Exercise on April 24; she said it was not critical for the Commissioners to attend these
events but that they would be welcome to do so.
Stitt reported the tabletop exercise held on February 19 with the Public Health Department had
been beneficial.
Meeting recessed at 12:07 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:20 P.M.
REVIEW EMPLOYEE/SUPERVISOR MANUAL
The Commissioners began informally reviewing the Employee/Supervisor Manual, to be
continued on February 26.
JIM McNALL––SHOOTING IN THE SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present. Also present were Jim McNall,
representing the County’s liability insurance carrier (ICRMP) by speakerphone; Mike Tylka,
Don Zuck, Greg Moore, and Kellee Traughber, all representing the Snake River Canyons Park.
Commissioner Howell explained to Jim McNall an ordinance under the Board’s consideration
that would restrict shooting in one area of the Snake River Canyons Park and direct shooters to
another area.
Jim McNall advised that adopting the ordinance be at the discretion of the Commissioners. He
said the major concern for the Park was not liability but the protection of those using the Park.
He added that he would approve shooting in one area and not in another and did not see any
liability concerns in the proposed ordinance.
McNall was excused.
The Commissioners discussed whether to restrict shooting in all of the Park or just on the west
side. Commissioner Crozier believed the ordinance would be a good stepping-stone to restricting
shooting in the Park and said it would be important for persons to realize that there could be
shooting if they were east of the 700 East Road.
Commissioner Crouch said it would be important to post many signs directing Park users to the
different areas.
Further discussion was held with the guests present.
Commissioner Howell stated the consensus of the Board was to pass the ordinance. He advised
that the Park Board consult the highway district and the Bureau of Land Management when
creating signs and then to bring the cost of the signs to the Board of Commissioners.
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MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka, Don Zuck, Greg Moore, and Kellee Traughber, all representing the Snake River
Canyons Park, were present.
Neither Mike Tylka nor the other guests present had any further comments about the Snake
River Canyons Park.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present.
Report: Tim Larson reported snow removal was going well at the Jerome Airport and that he
was monitoring drainage. He added that moving the terminal was about 25 percent complete.
 In answer to Commissioner Howell’s question, Larson said he would consult the Federal
Aviation Administration about the possibility of aerial spraying of weeds at the Airport.
 The Commissioners determined to investigate further whether to demolish the current
terminal.
Fuel Hoses: Larson was expecting a technician to repair and install fuel hoses that day,
depending on weather conditions.
MICHELLE EMERSON––REPORT FROM PUBLIC DEFENSE COMMISSION
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson was present.
Report from Public Defense Commission: Michelle Emerson reported she had toured County
facilities with Brianne McCoy, the regional coordinator for the Idaho State Public Defense
Commission. McCoy had recommended soundproofing in attorney/client jail conference rooms
and said the County could use grant money from the Commission for such additions.
McCoy had reviewed eight requirements from the Commission; one public defender was
carrying more cases than recommended.
Emerson said the committee to study hiring public defenders in house rather than offering
contracts would meet March 8 and that she would have information for the Board to use when
setting the FY 2019-20 budget.
Request for Security System at the Judicial Annex Building: Emerson presented information
about remodeling at the Judicial Annex Building, which would be $15-$16,000.
 The Board had some questions about the quotes, and Emerson later scheduled New Tech
Security to address the Board on March 4.
DISCUSS HOLIDAY CLOSURES
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Chief Deputy Treasurer Nina Lagle, Assessor Rick
Haberman, and Attorney Mike Seib were present.
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The Board discussed granting extra paid holiday time to employees, specifically the day after
Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve. Rick Haberman commented that family time is important to
employees during the holidays. Mike Seib suggested allowing employees to use one of the days
as a paid holiday, to which Michelle Emerson agreed. Nina Lagle expressed the concern of
leaving only one employee in her office.
 It was determined to discuss the holidays further with department heads on April 1.
DISCUSS QUARTERLY DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETINGS
Present were Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Attorney Mike Seib, and Chief Deputy
Treasurer Nina Lagle.
The Board deliberated whether it would be beneficial to meet with department heads quarterly.
 It was determined to invite department heads to a luncheon meeting with the
Commissioners on Monday, April 1, from 11:30-1:30 at the Courthouse.
DISCUSS SPEAKER SYSTEM
The deputy clerk introduced information about establishing a speaker system in the
Commissioners’ boardroom.
 The Commissioners were amenable to receiving more information.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib, Fairgrounds Manager Jamie Rupert, and Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle
Emerson were present.
Fairgrounds Lease with Jamie Rupert: Mike Seib and Jamie Rupert continued their
conversation of January 22 to develop a lease for buildings at the Fairgrounds. It was determined
Seib would bring the final draft to the Board on March 4.
Rupert was excused.
Opinion on Discussing Jail Construction: Mike Seib counseled on the Commissioners
consulting with Twin Falls County commissioners about adding to the Jerome County jail. He
said it would be legal for the counties to pool their resources to build an addendum to the Jerome
jail.
APPROVE CLAIMS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed Claims Approval Reports dated February 20, 2019, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $38,129.94 and dated February 21, 2019, with a grand total of $316.40.
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The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 19, 2019, for the General Fund,
with a grand total of $12,049.50.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 21, 2019, for the Restitution-Courts
Fund, with a grand total of $5,185.24.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated February 22, 2019, with a grand total of
$216,499.59 for the following funds: General, District Court II, Justice, Election Consolidation,
Indigent, Revaluation, Auditor’s Trust, and Jail Commissary Commission.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the minutes of February 19 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Denied were Case Nos.
1819-024; 1819-050; and 1819-037; dismissed were Case Nos. 1718-106; 1718-108; and 1718101.
Meeting adjourned at 5 P.M.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Vice Chairman

______________________________
John Crozier, Commissioner
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