JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, February 1, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Meeting convened at 9 A.M. at the Judicial Annex Building.
JUDGE LOTHSPEICH––SWEARING IN ASSESSOR
Judge Lothspeich and Mark Swenson were present so the Judge could swear Swenson in as
County assessor, effective February 1, 2021. Also present was Melanie Swenson.
The Commissioner meeting resumed in the Courthouse at 9:25
White present.

A.M.

with Deputy Clerk Jane

COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported from a South Central Community Action Partnership meeting
that directors had made plans for the agency’s annual fundraiser. He had attended a gun show at
the Fairgrounds, where he said he was disappointed with the implementation of a safety plan
regarding the spread of the coronavirus. He had also observed movement of earth in preparation
for a beef processing plant locating in Jerome County.
All three Commissioners had attended a luncheon and presented a plaque to the outgoing County
assessor and had listened to a phone call from Governor Little regarding the distribution of
coronavirus vaccine.
Commissioner Howell reported from a Southern Idaho Solid Waste District board meeting that
Jerome County was the only county not showing an increase in the amount of trash delivered to
the central burial location. He stated the District was addressing recycling and that Lincoln
County would expand its transfer station.
Commissioner Howell also reported from a SIRCOMM (emergency communications) meeting
that the changing of radio frequencies was complete and that a monitoring system for generators
was finished.
Commissioner Crouch said he had toured the Fairgrounds, especially in respect to improving the
Messersmith Building. He had also visited at the jail about final changes desired before opening
the new pod. He said the sheriff and the jail administrator were adamant about changing four
doors and that a later conference call with Lombard Conrad Architects had confirmed that the
doors were not correct.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Board signed claims for the January 27, 2021, to February 1, 2021, claim cycle as follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 29, 2021, for the Indigent Fund, with
a grand total of $724.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 29, 2021, with a grand total of
$99,522.61 for the following funds: General, Airport, District Court II, Justice, Election
Consolidation, Indigent, Revaluation, Weeds, Auditor’s Trust, Court Trust-Odyssey, Court Bond
Trust, and Restitution-Courts.
DISCUSS FEBRUARY 16 COMMISSIONER MEETING
The Commissioners determined not to meet the week of February 15-19 following the
Presidents’ Day federal holiday on February 15.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to take off February 16, authorizing the
payroll clerk to approve Time Records as needed. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
APPROVE TIME RECORDS
The Board signed Time Records for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, Nancy Marshall, Christine
McGuire, and Mario Umana.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
The Board signed a Catering Permit for the South Hills Bar & Grill, Hansen, to be used February
6, 2021, from 4:00-12:30 at the Risk Barn.
The Board signed leave requests for Brent Culbertson, Deserae Jones, and Nancy Marshall.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 26, 2021, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $2,160.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 26, 2021, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $879.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change to hire Mark Swenson as County assessor.
STEVE HINES––EXTENSION OFFICE REPORT
Extension Educator and County Chairman Steve Hines was present.
Steve Hines presented the Commissioners with a publication from the University of Idaho
Extension Office and read a letter from District Director Lyle Hansen.
Hines then reviewed his written report from December 20, 2020, through January 21, 2021, with
the Commissioners. He had hosted Webinar sessions, including a Bean School, and had
participated in committee and project planning meetings. Hines said he had also organized the
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agenda for a Hay & Forage Conference and had attended several pesticide applicator
presentations.
Hines also went through activities of Food and Consumer Science Educator Gretchen Manker,
Community Nutrition Advisor Celia Villanova, and 4-H Coordinator Tina Miller.
Commissioner Howell said the Board wanted to move a shed at the Extension Office. Hines
asked where to move it, and Commissioner Crozier said he would take the matter to the Fair
Board.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Mike Williams, Jerome city
administrator; Dale Layne, Jerome schools superintendent; Toni Carver, Heritage Academy; and
Linda Montgomery and Josh Jensen, representing the Public Health District.
Josh Jensen reported that the number of coronavirus cases was trending down but that the 125
percent positivity rate for Jerome County was still a little concerning. He said there was still just
one outbreak in Jerome long-term care facilities and that it was under control and being
monitored.
Hospital capacity was mostly normal, according to Jensen, and vaccinations were being
dispensed. He said 12,000 persons in the local Health District had been vaccinated.
Commissioner Howell asked whether there was a backlog in receiving serum for the second
vaccine. Jensen said the Health District plans for it because it is the same dosage as the first shot.
In answer to questions from Commissioner Howell and Mike Williams, Jensen said there could
be more reaction to the second vaccine shot.
TRACY PERKINS––ASSESSOR MATTERS
Chief Deputy Assessor Tracy Perkins and Assessor Mark Swenson were present.
Tax Cancellation: Tracy Perkins explained to the Commissioners that the assessor’s office had
accidentally removed a homeowner exemption due to an ownership change and asked that the
Commissioners cancel second half taxes, which would represent the reduction in taxes if the
homeowner exemption had been applied. Questions from the Commissioners clarified the
request.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve the cancellation of the second
half of 2020 taxes for Jose Mendoza and Jeri Moore due to an error in the assessor’s office. It
was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Retirement Parties: Perkins submitted a receipt for a luncheon for the retiring assessor and
asked about the procedure to recognize an upcoming employee retirement.
 The Board determined the County would reimburse receipts presented for a retirement
recognition.
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Perkins told the Board the expected duties of an additional employee planned for the Department
of Motor Vehicles (DMV).
 Commissioner Crouch said he would like the assessor’s office to offer some extended
hours to the public and to cross train someone in the appraiser’s office to be able to help in the
DMV.
MICHELLE EMERSON––EXPENDITURE FOR WATERWAYS AND INTEGRA
Cy Lootens, deputy clerk, was present in lieu of Clerk Michelle Emerson.
Waterways: Cy Lootens presented forms to send to the Idaho Department of Parks and
Recreation in order to retain funds received from the Department. He said the funds would be
used for improvements at Wilson Lake.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve a reconciliation for the County
vessel fund in the amount of $4,592.75. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
Integra: Lootens requested that the clerk’s office pay Integra to scan 1998 documents so the
paper copies could be destroyed.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the expense of $10,277.19 for
scanning and shredding documents for the county clerk’s office. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
11:45 A.M. – Meeting recessed.
1:17 P.M. – Meeting reconvened.
GARY TAYLOR AND GERALD BRANT––CORONER BUDGET
Chief Deputy Sheriff Gary Taylor and Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim were present.
Coroner Budget: Deputy Taylor asked that Coroner Gerald Brant be issued a credit card for his
gasoline purchases because the coroner phone and gasoline were currently in the sheriff’s
budget.
 The Board agreed to a new credit card, and Tracee McKim said she would put the
coroner expenses in the general budget for the next budget year.
Vehicle Purchases: Deputy Taylor requested to purchase two new patrol cars from the sheriff’s
capital vehicle budget.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the purchase of two new
Chevy Silverados for the sheriff’s department, not to exceed $56,000, with a trade in. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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Commissioner Crouch told the deputy that the Commissioners were working with Lombard
Conrad Architects to correct some construction in the new jail pod.
GARY WARR––BEEF BARN PAYMENT
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim and Fair Manager Andrea Wiesenmeyer were present. Also
present was Gary Warr, chairman of the Fair Board.
Gary Warr introduced Andrea Wiesenmeyer as the new Fair manager, beginning that day.
Warr requested that the County pay the remaining balance for the Beef Barn.
Commissioner Howell expressed that it made sense to make the payment because of the interest
rate.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to authorize the payoff in the amount of
$23,729.08 for the Beef Barn at the Fairgrounds. It was seconded and carried with unanimous
ayes.
Commissioner Crouch asked if it would be possible to make improvements to the Messersmith
Building so it could be used for the Jerome Chamber of Commerce annual banquet.
 Warr said he would report to the Commissioner that week, saying that the appearance of
the building could be enhanced before May 6 and that the building needed Wi-Fi.
 Commissioner Howell asked that the Fair move the shed at the extension office.
JOE GILTNER––TAXING DISTRICT
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present was Joe Giltner.
Joe Giltner told the Board that he would like to establish the two senior centers in the County as
taxing districts. He explained that the Jerome Center would like to be able to set up a retirement
fund for its cook and also to offer health insurance. He said taxing districts would negate the
need for the County to contribute $6,500 yearly to each Center as it now does.
Tracee McKim said the County clerk could not find that senior centers were allowed as taxing
districts according to Idaho Code.
 The Commissioners said they would ask their legal counsel if the taxing districts would
be possible.
CONNIE STOPHER AND ERVINA COVCIC––SIED UPDATE (via Zoom)
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present. Also present were Connie Stopher and Ervina
Covcic, representing Southern Idaho Economic Development as executive director and specialist
for Rural Economic Development Services (REDS), respectively.
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Connie Stopher said she was excited about the current SIED projects. She said Operation Facelift
last year had been the largest SIED had undertaken, serving eight communities, and that it would
be offered again in the spring.
Stopher said the agency was busy with marketing and would be participating in the Lava Ridge
Wind Project and a Crossroads development.
Ervina Covcic told of broadband and small business grants available to rural communities and
said she had conducted several successful trainings.
Commissioner Howell asked if SIED could show actual sites on its Website, but Stopher said
there would need to be buildings on the properties. She added that properties could be listed on
the Gem State Prospectors Website.
SHARDE McMILLAN––BLUE BEAM PROGRAM EXPENDITURE
Present were Sharde McMillan, assistant building official; Tracee McKim, chief deputy clerk;
and Mike Seib, attorney.
Sharde McMillan asked that the Planning and Zoning Department purchase two Blue Beam
Seats for mobile tablets for a total of $1,496. She believed the software would make field work
more efficient because large projects are coming to the County and many agencies are sending
plans and change orders digitally.
McMillan said each Seat costs $599 and that maintenance per year is $149 per Seat.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the expenditures for additional
software for Microsoft tablets for Planning and Zoning. It was seconded and carried with
unanimous ayes.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was present.
Airport Contracts: Mike Seib had read and approved an Agreement for Professional Services
with J-U-B Engineers to improve the Hazelton Airport runway.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve and sign the contract for the
Hazelton Airport pavement overlay with J-U-B for $47,160. It was seconded, followed by
discussion that J-U-B would serve as the County’s agent on the project, and carried with
unanimous ayes.
Seib had also reviewed a contract with Western Construction to rehabilitate the Jerome Airport
runway.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to sign a contract and approve Western
Construction for $1,806,744 for completion of the Jerome Airport runway rehabilitation project,
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with funds provided by a Federal Aviation Administration grant. It was seconded and carried
with unanimous ayes.
Tyson Cook Waiver: The Board continued a January 25 public hearing requesting a waiver of a
windbreak or berm requirement on a land division permit for Tyson Cook. It signed a letter to
Cook Realty striking the condition from the permit.
Dumping Ordinance: Seib assured the Board that the airport manager could erect signs
prohibiting dumping at the Hazelton Airport.
Taxing District for Senior Centers: Seib said he would research the legality of taxing districts
for senior centers.
Third Bridge Agreement: Seib told the Board he would bring a draft agreement to work with
other entities toward establishing a third bridge across the Snake River Canyon.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve indigent matters as presented
by staff. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Commissioner Crouch signed one
lien.
4:24 P.M. - Meeting adjourned.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner

Monday, February 1, 2021
Page 8 of 8

