JEROME COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Monday, January 25, 2021
PRESENT: Ben Crouch, Chairman
John Crozier, Vice Chairman
Charles Howell, Commissioner
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
Meeting convened at 9:02 A.M.
COMMISSIONER REPORTS
Commissioner Crozier reported he had attended seven meetings the previous week, to wit,
Jerome 20/20, Fair Board, Behavioral Health, Community Schools Strategic Partnership, Jerome
Highway District, South Central Community Action Partnership, and Crisis Center. He said he
had also given a radio interview and had listened to a phone call from Governor Little.
Commissioner Crozier had walked through the new jail pod with Commissioner Howell and had
met with Commissioner Crouch at Jefferson Elementary School when the local television station
had covered community support in paying for new highway safety signs.
Commissioner Howell stated he had attended an Adaptive Recovery committee meeting where
representatives from St. Luke’s hospital, businesses, and the Health District had discussed the
trend of coronavirus cases decreasing. He had also participated in a SIRCOMM (emergency
communications) meeting and reported that the agency was changing frequencies and working to
obtain a new tower on Skeleton Butte. He also reported that the Snake River Canyons Park
Managing Board had discussed a five-year list of projects.
Commissioner Howell told the Board he had met with Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
representatives about seeking a conveyance of Park property, currently under lease with the
BLM, to the County. He said the County and the BLM would like to meet with the two Indian
tribes in March or April that have concerns about artifacts on the property with a proposal for
three properties that are a priority to the County. Commissioner Howell said the BLM also
questioned whether the I-Farm property was under a long-term lease with the County.
Commissioner Crouch reported he had attended a Jerome Chamber of Commerce board meeting
as well as two executive board meetings where directors had discussed where to hold their
annual banquet.
Commissioner Crouch had also spoken with Ben Bernier, Lombard Conrad Architects, regarding
the final punch list for the new jail pod and said he desired the full Board to visit with Bernier
that day.
DISCUSS EFFECTIVE DATE OF PAY RAISES
Commissioner Howell stated that the payroll clerk would like the Board to establish a policy of
when pay increases become effective.
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 The Board determined to hire or increase salaries at the beginning of a pay period and
that the payroll clerk would write a policy for the Board to adopt.
BUSINESS AND/OR ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Commissioner Crouch signed a Catering Permit for the Snug Bar & Grill, Eden, to be used
January 30, 2021, from 5 P.M. to 1 A.M. at the Mountain View Barn.
The Board signed an Employee Wage Change form to hire Samantha Hite to fill the open
position of juvenile probation diversion coordinator.
The Board signed leave requests for Christine McGuire and Nancy Marshall.
The Board signed a Claims Approval Report dated January 13, 2021, for the Insurance
Deductible Trust Fund, with a grand total of $105.14.
The Board signed a Direct Deposit Detail with a grand total of $145,657.29 and a Payroll Claims
Approval By Fund with a grand total of $315,091.09, both for the January 3, 2021, through
January 16, 2021, payroll period.
OLD BUSINESS
Commissioner Crozier told the Board that the County had not paid for face masks with a County
Fair logo, and the Commissioners determined to ask the emergency management director about
the bill during her appointment that day.
The Commissioners also agreed that citizen requests for more lighted stop signs in the County
was a bright idea, and Commissioner Crozier said he would ask the highway departments about
providing more of the signs.
SIGN AND APPROVE CLAIMS
The Commissioners signed claims for the January 13, 2021, to January 26, 2021, claim cycle as
follows.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to approve claims as presented. It was
seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
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The Commissioners signed Claims Approval Reports dated January 22, 2021, for the Justice and
Indigent Funds, with a grand total of $41,306.97; the Indigent Fund, with a grand total of
$13,235.38; and the General, District Court II, Justice, Revaluation, Jail Commissary
Commission, and Restitution-Courts Funds, with a grand total of $203,185.35.
APPOINT AN ASSESSOR
Present were Treasurer Tevian Ekren-Kober and Appraiser Lucy Noble. Also present were Roy
Prescott and Mark Swenson.
Roy Prescott, serving as the chairman of the Republican Central Committee, told the Board that
the Committee had received three applications to complete the term of the County assessor but
that one applicant had withdrawn. He said the Committee had interviewed the remaining two
applicants, whom he said were both qualified, and it had recommended appointing Mark
Swenson over Cresley McConnell.
Commissioner Howell noted that the appointee must be a registered Republican (as is the current
retiring assessor) and a resident of Jerome County.
Commissioner Crozier stated he would like the Commissioners to interview both candidates. The
Board determined to interview Mark Swenson and set a later date to interview Cresley
McConnell.
Swenson referred to his resume and told the Board of his interest in the position and his
qualifying strengths. He said he was aware of the County’s challenges in the Department of
Motor Vehicles since the State had introduced a new software program. He noted that he was
also aware of the limited leeway of an assessor when complying with State parameters and that
he was familiar with the homeowner exemption and the Board of Equalization.
Swenson stated he would like the State Legislature to increase the limit of the homeowner
exemption to prevent a possible citizen revolt.
Swenson answered questions from Commissioners Crouch and Howell. He said if appointed he
would turn his business over to his sons and work as assessor full time.
 The Commissioners determined to continue their decision to appoint an assessor until
after interviewing the second candidate on January 26.
TANYA STITT––EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT REPORT
Emergency Management Director Tanya Stitt was present.
Tanya Stitt spoke from her written report of updates from the Office of Emergency Management.
She said she would like for her and her assistant to work ten-hour days four days a week, rotating
days off so that the office would be covered Monday through Friday. She assured the
Commissioners neither employee would take off Mondays. The Board agreed to the new work
schedule.
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Stitt reported a new computer for her assistant did not work and that Computer Arts would
replace it.
Stitt told the Board of Cascadia Rising 2022, which is a four-day functional exercise responding
to a major earthquake and tsunami, planned by the Idaho Office of Emergency Management
(IOEM) for June 13-16, 2022. She said the IOEM is gauging the interest of participants from
Idaho, Oregon, and Washington as well as from FEMA (Federal Emergency Management
Agency) and major military commands. The Commissioners expressed interest in participating.
HEALTH DISTRICT––CORONAVIRUS UPDATE
Present by speakerphone were Tanya Stitt, County emergency management director; Dave
Davis, Jerome mayor; Mike Williams, Jerome city administrator; Dale Layne, Jerome schools
superintendent; and Linda Montgomery and Josh Jensen, representing the South Central Public
Health District.
Josh Jensen gave statistics regarding the number of coronavirus cases in Jerome County and said
the risk level for contracting the virus was still in the orange, or high risk, category. He said there
was one long-term care outbreak in the County but that hospital capacity was mostly normal.
Jensen stated the Health District was focusing on the vaccine campaign and that 15 providers in
the area were able to dispense the shots.
Linda Montgomery asked if there were a shortage of syringes, and Jensen answered that there
was but that it was not affecting the local Health District. She also asked about testing for the
virus. Jensen said testing was ongoing and that all health providers had the ability to test. He also
said saliva tests were available.
Commissioner Crouch asked if the number of cases in local long-term health care facilities was a
concern. Jensen said the number of cases was not trending upward.
Dale Layne reported 60 percent of school staff had scheduled for vaccinations that week. He
asked if there would be enough serum for more staff members after the older population would
be eligible for vaccinations. Jensen warned that there could become a lack of vaccine.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Howell to add Tracee McKim to the agenda for
technology purchases. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
TRACEE McKIM––TECHNOLOGY PURCHASES
Chief Deputy Clerk Tracee McKim was present.
Tracee McKim reported the County needed to replace two outdated computers in the
misdemeanor probation office so probation officers could access a new program from the State.
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 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the amount of $3,566.16 for
two computers in adult probation. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
McKim said she had learned a booking computer at the County jail was out of commission and
said that she would check with the sheriff’s office to see if it needed to be replaced.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to approve the diagnosis of the booking
computer at the Jerome jail to discover its deficiencies and to approve the purchase of $2,013.11
if necessary. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
PUBLIC HEARING (recorded)
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler were present.
Also present was George Panagiotou.
Commissioner Howell stated the scheduled public hearing was to hear a request from Tyson
Cook for a waiver of a windbreak or berm.
The deputy clerk swore in those who were to testify.
APPLICANT
Tyson Cook explained that he had completed two land divisions and that the Jerome County
Zoning Ordinance (JCZO) required a berm on one of 18 lots that borders a dairy. He referred to a
map and pictures showing the properties.
Cook then read from nine reasons he was requesting the waiver, concluding that a windbreak or
berm would not provide an additional benefit to the dairy and would not be necessary.
IN FAVOR
No one from the public testified in favor of the request.
AGAINST
No one from the public testified against the request.
STAFF REPORT
Nancy Marshall said the parcel in question was adjacent to dairy property although the animal
confinement site was a fourth of a mile away. She believed there was a slim opportunity for the
dairy to expand.
Marshall said potential nuisances would be included in the land division permit if the Board
approved a waiver, noting that the dairy could distribute wastewater. Cook agreed that including
potential nuisances was a great idea.
Commissioner Howell expressed concern about a pivot pumping wastewater. Marshall said she
recommended the waiver so a buyer would be aware of the potential nuisance.
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Cook stated the pivot irrigation of neighboring property could not be seen from his property
because of a natural berm.
Marshall said berm requirements have been waived in the past because they were impractical.
REBUTTAL
Cook asked which property would have the waiver, and Marshall said it would be for the two
larger parcels.
Commissioner Howell closed the evidentiary portion of the hearing.
DISCUSSION
Commissioner Crozier said he would be in favor of a waiver if potential buyers were aware of a
nuisance possibility.
Commissioner Howell stated he supported the waiver if there were written notification of the
possible drift of wastewater from a pivot. He also said the pictures provided showed the
impracticability of a berm.
 The Board determined to recess the hearing until it could sign a letter to Cook Realty
waiving the condition of a windbreak or berm for a land division permit.
NANCY MARSHALL––RECREATION ZONE COMMITTEE
Planning and Zoning Administrator Nancy Marshall and Assistant Kacie Buhler were present.
Also present was George Panagiotou.
Nancy Marshall reported who the members of a committee formed to draft a recreation zone to
add to the Jerome County Zoning Ordinance would be, to wit, Oscar Carranza, Brent Thompson,
Becky Dean, John Reid, and Bill Baker. She said Art Brown would serve as the committee
facilitator, with her and Kacie Buhler available to answer questions and keep a record of
proceedings.
Marshall said the committee would meet for two hours on Wednesdays and Fridays (optional)
and that Brown would give the Commissioners a monthly update. She added that the agenda and
minutes of the meetings would be posted online.
George Panagiotou asked if someone representing his interests could be on the committee.
Commissioner Howell stated such an appointment would be a conflict of interest because
creating a recreation zone was a county-wide project. Commissioner Crouch added that other
stakeholders might want to be on the committee but that it needed to be neutral.

Colin Robertson was present. He inquired if employees of Double A Dairy could use the Judicial
Annex Building parking lot for carpooling, and Commissioner Crouch said he would research
the request.
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Meeting recessed at 12 P.M.
Meeting reconvened at 1:15 P.M.
EXECUTIVE SESSION, APPEAL HEARING, CASE NOS. 1920-048 and 1920-049
This executive session was not held because the Social Services Department had continued the
hearings to a later date.
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to amend the agenda to add a phone call
to the architectural firm for the new jail pod. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
PHONE CALL TO LOMBARD CONRAD ARCHITECTS
Ben Bernier, project architect with Lombard Conrad Architects, was present by speakerphone.
Commissioner Crouch told Ben Bernier of concerns the Commissioners had when they had made
a final inspection of the new jail pod. Items addressed included the location of beds, lights, doors
and door handles, exposed conduits, and inside stenciling on cell doors.
 Commissioner Crouch told Bernier the County was losing $2500 a day until corrections
are complete. Bernier agreed to follow up on changes and report back to the Commissioners.
CHRISTINE McGUIRE––VETERANS AND COMMUNITY GUARDIANS REPORTS
Christine McGuire was present as veterans service officer and community guardians coordinator.
Veterans Report: Christine McGuire presented a written recap with 29 entries regarding her
activities from December 29, 2020, to January 25, 2021, in serving veterans and their families as
well as establishing a Board of Community Guardians.
McGuire reported responding to 20 office visits regarding veterans and attending a Local
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) meeting and a service provider meeting with the South
Central Community Action Partnership. She said State veteran representatives would resume
visiting local offices.
Board of Community Guardians: McGuire reported she had been more active with the Board
of Community Guardians program than with veterans during the previous month. She said two
more persons had volunteered to be guardians, which would bring the total to nine on the Board.
McGuire told the Commissioners she had found funding of $25 a month from the Department of
Health and Welfare for persons under guardianship who are on Medicaid.
McGuire said she would seek full-time employment at the end of February because she needed
medical insurance.
TIM LARSON––AIRPORTS REPORT
Airports Manager Tim Larson was present. Also present was Kent Atkin, JUB Engineers
consultant for the airports.
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Kent Atkin presented a contract with Western Construction for a new runway at the Jerome
Airport. He said the federal grant was in place and that 35-39 days of construction could begin in
April or May.
Atkin also presented a contract to add two inches of asphalt to the Hazelton runway.
 Signing the contracts was tabled until they could be reviewed by the Board’s legal
counsel.
Chain Link Fencing: Tim Larson reported he had not heard from the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) about the legality of using CARES Act funds for chain link fencing at the
Jerome Airport. Atkin said he would follow up with the FAA.
Leases for Ted Lingard: Larson reported hangar leases for Ted Lingard were almost ready for
legal counsel review.
Leadership Training: Larson thanked the Board for the opportunity to participate in leadership
training sponsored by the National Association of Counties (NACO). He said he had learned
about positive leadership and empowerment in the first two weeks of the course.
MARIO UMANA––JUVENILE PROBATION REPORT
Juvenile Probation Administrator Mario Umana was present.
Mario Umana presented written statistics from the juvenile probation office from December 27,
2020, through January 24, 2021, that included 67 juveniles on probation and a total of $816.40 in
fees collected.
Umana said he would be transporting a juvenile to a Youth Challenge in Pierce on Saturday and
Sunday so would trade the two days by not working Friday and Monday. He told the Board the
Challenge is a five-month voluntary military boot camp in which juveniles earn certifications
and obtain job skills.
DESERAE JONES––MISDEMEANOR PROBATION REPORT
Misdemeanor Probation Administrator Deserae Jones was present.
Written statistics from the misdemeanor probation office showed 274 adults on probation, with
$5,225 of fees paid.
Deserae Jones stated she was still advocating use of the DUI Court because of its successes in
rehabilitating probationers of addictions.
MIKE TYLKA––SNAKE RIVER CANYONS PARK UPDATE
Mike Tylka and Greg Moore were present representing the Snake River Canyons Park Managing
Board.
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Mike Tylka presented a statement for $220 for opening and sustaining a Website for the Snake
River Canyons Park. He said he would like $1500 to continue with Web hosting, and the Board
said it would consult the County technology employee about it.
Tylka said he would be ordering a new sign prohibiting shooting within 100 feet of the Snake
River Canyon rim, per Ordinance 2020-4 passed May 18, 2020, by the Commissioners.
Tylka informed the Board of a five-year action plan being developed by Park Board directors. He
also told of plans to establish an arbor and pit toilets at the Emigrant Trail trailhead. He said an
easement from the Idaho Department of Lands was necessary for road access to a planned
overlook of Shoshone Falls, and Commissioner Howell advised to hire an engineer to stake out
the road. Tylka also spoke of hosting awareness events, such as a charity fundraiser at Yingst
Grade.
Commissioner Howell told Tylka of the plan to meet with Indian tribes in an effort to obtain
Park land currently under lease with the Bureau of Land Management.
MICHELLE EMERSON AND TEVIAN KOBER––QUARTERLY FINANCIAL REPORT
Clerk/Auditor/Recorder Michelle Emerson, Deputy Clerk Angie Bridge, and Treasurer TevianEkren Kober were present.
Michelle Emerson provided the Treasurer/Auditor Joint Quarterly Report, from October 1, 2020,
through December 31, 2020 as follows.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION
 3:39 P.M. - A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to go into executive session per
Idaho Code 74-206(1)(b), personnel. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
4 P.M. – Return to open session.
WENDY FLORENCE––WAIVER OF TAX PENALTY AND INTEREST CHARGES
Wendy Florence was not present, so the Commissioners had no information regarding this
matter.
MIKE SEIB––LEGAL COUNSEL
Attorney Mike Seib was not present because of his necessity to appear in court.
READ AND APPROVE MINUTES
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crouch to approve the minutes of January 11 as
read. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes.
INDIGENT MATTERS
 A Motion was made by Commissioner Crozier to follow staff recommendations for
indigent matters. It was seconded and carried with unanimous ayes. Approved was Case No.
M021-001. Denied was Case No. 2021-002.
4:11 P.M. – Meeting adjourned.
Respectively submitted:
______________________________
A. Ben Crouch, Chairman
________________________
Jane White, Deputy Clerk
______________________________
John Crozier, Vice Chairman

______________________________
Charles M. Howell, Commissioner
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